Player Registration Regulations

Season 2010/11

Requirement 

A player can only be registered with one club at any point in time in accordance with Article 30 of the IFA Articles of Association. 

A player who hasn’t turned 18 years of age before 1 January in the year in which the season commences (player born on or after 01.01.1992) shall be allowed to register for one exclusively Youth team and one exclusively Adult team at the same time. 

IFA Article 30.10 (f) – Players and Clubs 

It shall be the responsibility of clubs playing in any match played under the jurisdiction of the Association to ensure that its players are eligible to play in such a match. 

FIFA Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players 

Article 5.1 

A player must be registered at an association to play for a club as either a professional or an amateur in accordance with the provisions of article 2. Only registered players are eligible to participate in organised football. By the act of registering, a player agrees to abide by the statutes and regulations of FIFA, the confederations and the associations. 
Article 5.2

A player may only be registered with one clubs at a time. 

Article 5.3

Players may be registered with a maximum of three clubs during one season. During this period, the player is only eligible to play official matches for two clubs. As an exception to this rule, a player moving between two clubs belonging to associations with overlapping seasons (i.e. start of season in summer/autumn as opposed to winter/spring) may be eligible to play in official matches for a third club during the relevant season, provided he has fully complied with his contractual obligations towards his previous clubs. Equally, the provisions relating to the registration periods (article 6) as well as the minimum length of contract (article 18 paragraph 2) must be respected. 

FIFA regulations permit amateur players to be registered up to a maximum of two years and professional players up to a maximum of five years. 

REGULATIONS

1. A player may only register for one club at a time. However, a player who hasn’t turned 18 years of age before 1 January in the year in which the season commences (player born on or after 01.01.1992) shall be allowed to register for one exclusively Youth team and one exclusively Adult team at the same time. However as an exception to this rule if such player registers for a club who has teams participating at Youth and Adult level then the player may only play for the youth or adult teams within that club. 

League rules must specify that one player can only be registered for one club at any one time. 
All registration forms must be completed in full and each registration must have a clearly defined start and end date. 

Registration Periods

2. The following registration periods will apply:

IFA Premiership 

9 June 2010 – 31 August 2010 

AND

1 January 2011 – 31 January 2011 

All Intermediate and Junior Leagues 

1 June 2010 – 31 March 2011 

Internal Transfers 

3. Transfers within Leagues will be operated as per the rules of that League. 

To transfer the registration of a player between two clubs within the same league the player and Clubs must complete a transfer form duly signed by the player and the club secretary, chairperson or manager of both clubs. The transfer form must be submitted to the league registrar in accordance with the League rules. 

4. If a league has an internal transfer administration fee it can only be applied for transfers within the league. 

External Transfers 

5. Transfers between leagues shall be administered by the League registrar of the club registering the player. 

To transfer the registration of a player between two clubs participating in different leagues the player and Clubs must complete a transfer form duly signed by the player and the club secretary, chairperson or manager of both clubs. The transfer form must be submitted to the league registrar in accordance with the League rules. 

Professional Registrations 

6. All professional registration documents must be sent to the Irish FA by special delivery post within seven days from the date of signing. It shall be the responsibility of the club to retain proof of posting. 

Where Registration Forms should be sent 

7. The club secretary must send completed Adult Registration Documents (including Registration Forms, Transfer Forms, Loan Forms etc) to the league in which the club’s most senior adult team participates. 

8. Notwithstanding the above all Youth Registration Forms must be sent to the relevant Youth League Registration Secretary. 

Number of Registrations/Clubs 

9. Players may be registered for a maximum of three clubs during the period from 1st July to 30th June of the following year. During this period, the player is eligible to play in official matches for two clubs only. 
Notwithstanding any of the above, a player may only register for any club twice in one season. 

10. A player’s Youth Registration shall not count towards his/her number of clubs within the scope of Rule 9. 

Loan Registrations (Temporary Transfers) 

11. Temporary transfers of registration for players (loans) from one club to another shall be made on the appropriate Loan Agreement Form provided by the Association. A loan agreement must be signed by the player and secretary, chairperson or manager of both clubs. 

12. Clubs shall only be permitted to register a maximum of 4 players on loan at any time in Junior and Intermediate Football. 

13. Loan registrations within a league shall be administered by individual leagues in accordance with league rules. 
14. All temporary transfers (loans) in Intermediate & Junior Football shall be subject to the following terms and conditions: 

a) Temporary transfers for players on loan shall be for a defined period of not less than 28 days. 

b) Upon the expiry of the loan period the player shall automatically return to his original club. 

c) A player whose registration is temporarily transferred shall be permitted to play only for the borrowing club during the period of such transfer and shall not be permitted to play in matches against the loaning club. 

d) Notwithstanding anything in (14a) the loaning club shall be permitted to recall the player temporarily transferred to another club at any time before the registration deadline of 31 March subject to the consent of all parties concerned (i.e. player and both clubs). 

In order to administer a cancellation of such loan agreement a Cancellation of Loan Agreement Form shall be attested by both clubs and the player concerned. 

Cancellation of Registration 

15. Amateur players moving clubs will be required to complete a transfer form which is duly signed by his/her current club and the club he/she is transferring to. Upon receipt of the transfer form the relevant league will cancel the player’s registration with his/her former club. 

Cancellation Forms may only be used to cancel an amateur player’s registration where he/she is moving to another national association. 

For the avoidance of doubt the submission of a Cancellation Form followed by the submission of a Registration Form will not be accepted. 

Transfer Disputes 

16. Where a club has not consented to a transfer of an amateur player within 7 days the club wishing to transfer the player may request, in writing, the OPOC Sub Committee to resolve the matter. All registration disputes will be dealt with on a case by case basis. 

Player Registrations Working Group 

17. A working group set up by the Football Committee will meet as required to deal with registration disputes involving Clubs from different Leagues, review and monitor implementation and, if necessary, impose sanctions on leagues for non-compliance. 

Priority of Registration 

18. Priority of registration shall determine the eligibility of a player to play for the club with which he was first registered. 

Leagues retain the Right 

19. Leagues retain the right to determine the criteria for the eligibility of players playing for clubs within their league and to impose sanctions where appropriate in accordance with their rules but must comply with the FIFA Regulations as adopted by the IFA. 
