IFA RESERVE LEAGUE
RULES AND REGULATIONS

1. The Reserve League shall consist only of the reserve teams of the senior clubs in the IFA Premiership and the entire control and management of the Reserve League shall be vested in the Reserve League Committee which shall have full power to act as it thinks fit, including power to fine any club, club official or player guilty of a criminal offence, misconduct, infringing or failing to observe the rules of the IFA Reserve League or acting in a manner which could be construed as bringing the league into disrepute and contrary to the best interests of the league as a whole. 

This rule will not apply to any field offences or any other matter which would normally be dealt with by the Association. 

2. The Reserve League Committee which shall meet quarterly shall consist of one representative from each club in membership of the Reserve League and a representative from each of seven clubs shall form a quorum. 
The representatives shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year and shall submit their names to the IFA Premiership Management Committee for approval. The Chairman, or in his absence the Vice-Chairman, shall preside as Chairman of the Reserve League Committee meetings. If at any meeting neither be present within fifteen minutes after the time appointed for holding a meeting the representatives present shall choose one from their number to be chairman. 

3. The Reserve League Committee shall cause Minutes to be made in books provided for the purpose:-

a. of all appointments of Officials made by the Reserve League Committee,

b. of all the names of members of the Reserve League Committee present at each meeting thereof and of any Committee appointed by the Reserve League Committee, and

c. of all resolutions and proceedings at all meetings of the Reserve League Committee and of any Committee appointed by the Reserve League Committee. 

Every member of the Reserve League Committee present at any meeting shall sign his name in a book to be kept for that purpose. 

4. The Reserve League Committee at its first meeting after the Annual General Meeting of the Association each year shall elect from its number five members to form a Reserve League Executive Committee with full powers to act and decide any matter arising between meetings pertaining to the Reserve League. 
Three members present at any meeting of the Executive Committee shall form quorum. 

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be ex-officio on all Committees.

The Chairman shall have a casting vote in cases of equality of voting.

5. The Reserve League Committee shall organise and arrange competitions as it thinks fit, and shall have power to organise and provide rules for any additional competitions, either on a knock out or on a league basis, as it considers appropriate. 

6. All matches shall be arranged by the Reserve League Committee and matches must be played on the dates appointed for them unless both clubs and the League Secretary have agreed to a re-arrangement. Clubs failing to comply with this rule shall be fined in a sum of £250.00 and shall forfeit three points, such points shall be accredited to the opposing team and a scoreline of 3 goals to nil awarded to their opponents. 
Also, in the event of a club failing to fulfil an arranged fixture the appropriate Committee shall be empowered to grant compensation to the other club for actual expenses incurred for such match. A club failing to fulfil an arranged match for the second time in the current season shall be dismissed from membership of the Reserve League. 

7. Each club shall play home home and away fixtures in the league competition; and

all matches shall be played under the rules and regulations of the Irish Football Association Limited and of the IFA Premiership and in accordance with the Laws of the Game. 
Any match not completed may be ordered to stand as a completed fixture, or the unfinished time may be ordered to be played, or the fixture ordered to be replayed in its entirety. 

Clubs must arrange and play fixtures on and from 1 August or as otherwise directed. In the event of a home club wishing to change form a Saturday agreement must be first reached with its opponents and subsequent approval obtained from the Reserve League. Any such request must be submitted not less than 10 days prior to the scheduled fixture in question. The fixture can only subsequently revert to the Saturday with the agreement of both clubs and the Reserve League. 
8. In case of unfavourable weather conditions the Home Club must request the IFA Premiership for an early inspection not later than four hours before kick-off. The Match Referee must inspect the ground at least three hours or more previous to the advertised time of kick off and shall decide as to the fitness of the ground not later than three hours prior to the pre-arranged time of kick-off, his decision being final after consultation with the Club Secretary and the League Secretary. In this rule consultation means to deliberate to confer, to ask advice to have recourse to professional local advice. 

Where possible the officially appointed match referee should carry out the pitch inspection but if he/she should not be available for an inspection then the League will appoint a substitute referee of at least intermediate standard who will decide on the state of the pitch if obviously ‘playable’ or ‘unplayable’ he will then declare his decision. 

The inspecting referee shall be paid half fee plus expenses of 25p per mile for carrying out the pitch inspection. 

Postponed or abandoned matches must be played on or before the 2nd Wednesday from the original date or as decided by the Reserve League Committee in the case of exceptional circumstances which the pitch is unavailable due to first team commitments that week. Any club failing to comply with this regulation may be fined in the sum of £100. 

9. The hour of kick off in all fixtures shall be decided by the Reserve League Committee and clubs failing to start matches at the appointed time may be fined at the discretion of the Reserve League Committee. 

Should the official referee fail to turn up the clubs may agree upon a referee and if so agreed such fixture shall stand as a competitive match. 

10. The fee payable to referees shall be such sum as decided by the Referees Committee together with the appropriate rate for travelling expenses actually incurred. In all league fixtures the home club shall retain the gate money and shall be responsible for all expenses including the referee’s fee and travelling expenses. 

11. A player eligible to take part in any fixture under the jurisdiction of the Reserve League must be a bone-fide member of a club in membership of the Reserve League and must be registered in accordance with the regulations of the IFA Premiership. 

12. Only three substitutes by each side will be permitted in any match and clubs may nominate up to a maximum of five (5) substitute players prior to the commencement of the match. A substitute player shall be construed as taking part in the game for which he was nominated only if he is required to play. 
13. At the end of the Reserve League Championship competition the club scoring the largest number of points shall be declared the Champion club of the league, three points being counted for each league match won and one point for each league match drawn. 

In the case of equality of points teams shall be ranked in accordance with the following criteria:
(a) Goal Difference (Goals scored less goals conceded in all matches)

(b) Goals scored in all matches

(c) Superior points gained in matches between the teams in question

(d) Superior goal difference in matches between the teams in question

The IFA Reserve League reserve the right to order a ‘play off’ match(es) at any time to determine the ranking after 22 matches should (a) to (d) above result in equality.
14.The Reserve League Committee may make rules or alterations thereto, as to all

business duties, management or otherwise which may be required and shall 


become operative seven days after posting to members and shall remain operative 


until the end of the season or until adopted or annulled. 
