 The IFA League Cup 

Rules 

1. Competition Name:
a. The competition shall be called the IFA League Cup.

Organising Committee:
b. The control and organisation of the competition shall be vested in the IFA Premiership Management Committee. 

Participating Clubs:
c. Only the clubs in membership of the IFA Premiership and IFA Championship shall participate in the Competition. 

Awards:
d. Prize money shall be distributed to participating clubs as determined by the IFA Premiership Management Committee annually and shall be subject to sponsorship being secured for the Competition. The Club winning the trophy will retain it for one year. The trophy shall remain the property of the IFA Premiership Management Committee. 

2. Competition Format 
a. The competition shall be played on a knockout basis. All ties shall be played to a finish. If at the end of normal playing time the scores are equal then two periods of fifteen (15) minutes each way will be played. If there are no goals scored during extra time the tie shall be decided by kicks from the penalty mark in accordance with the conditions approved by the International FA Board. 

b. There shall be two (2) entry levels with the IFA Championship Clubs entering in Round 1 and the IFA Premiership Clubs entering in Round 2. 

c. The twelve (12) IFA Premiership Clubs and the top four (4) IFA Championship Clubs shall be seeded in Round 2. 

d. In principle the Club that is first drawn in the ballot shall play at their registered home venue. However, the first drawn Club may forfeit home advantage with the agreement of their opponents and in such circumstances written confirmation of same must be notified to the secretary by both clubs not later than five (5) days following the date of the relevant draw. 

3. Qualification of Players 
Only players who have been registered by their clubs in accordance with the Articles and Rules of the IFA Premiership and IFA Championship shall be eligible to compete in the competition and no player will be eligible to play for more than one club at any stage in the competition. 

4. Colours of Clubs 
In the event of a clash of colours in matches prior to the semi finals the visiting club shall change. 

In the semi finals and final ties both clubs shall change unless otherwise agreed by the clubs concerned or as directed by the IFA Premiership. 

5. Admission Charges 
In all matches up to and including the Final admission charges will be set as the IFA Premiership Management Committee may determine annually. 

6. Financial Regulations
a. In all ties previous to the Semi-Finals, the gate receipts after payment of the costs pertaining to referees, professional security company, turnstiles, ambulance/first aid cover and ticketing shall be equally divided between the two (2) competing clubs. (The home club shall ensure that copies of the receipts for such costs are furnished to the away team upon request) 
b. Payment shall be made to the away team within 7 days following the date on which the match was played, except when the match has been designated as an ‘all ticket’ match.  In such circumstances, all revenue generated from the sale of tickets by the away Club shall be paid to the home Club within 7 days following the date on which the match was played together with a reconciliation of unsold tickets (the Home Club shall then make payment to the Away Club within seven (7) days of receiving such revenue. 
c. Non payment by the deadlines for either the Home or Away Clubs shall result in an automatic increase of 10% of the monies due for up to seven (7) days late payment and 20% between seven (7) to fourteen (14) days late payment. All other cases shall be referred to the committee who will deal with the matter as they consider appropriate. 
d. Members’ tickets shall not be valid for any tie played in this competition. 
e. In the semi-finals the net profit shall be divided as follows: 10% to the IFA and the balance divided equally among the four (4) competing clubs. 

f. In the Final 20% of the net profit shall be payable to the IFA, and the balance divided equally between the two competing clubs. 

g. Members’ tickets will not be valid for the Semi-Finals and Final. 

h. All money generated from the sale of tickets in respect of semi-finals and final ties must be submitted by the respective clubs to the league within fourteen (14) days following the date of the match together with a reconciliation of unsold tickets.   Non-payment by this deadline shall result in an automatic increase of 10% of the monies due for up to seven (7) days late payment and 20% between seven (7) to fourteen (14) days late payment.   All other cases shall be referred to the committee who will deal with the matter as they consider appropriate.

i. In respect of the use of facilities in semi-finals and final ties the following ground rental arrangements should apply: 

i. Semi-finals: 10% of the net gate receipts from both ties shall be divided equally between the clubs concerned. 

ii. Final: 10% of net gate receipts shall be paid to Linfield FC except in the case that Linfield FC is participating in the Final. 

7. Match Official Fee 
In all matches Referees fees and expenses shall be paid at the appropriate rate. 

8. Half-time interval 
The half-time interval in all matches shall not exceed fifteen (15) minutes. 

9. Processional Entry and Fair Play Handshake 
The match officials shall lead both teams together on to the field of play five minutes prior to kick-off time. The teams shall line up either side of the officials, at the half way line and the visiting team shall move towards the home team, when both teams will shake hands. 

10. Unforeseen Circumstances 
The IFA Premiership Management Committee shall be empowered to take decisions on all matters not provided for in these rules and such decision shall be final. 

Should a club be disqualified from the competition at any stage and for any reason whatsoever the club concerned shall forfeit all claims to any monetary award to which it may have otherwise been entitled. 

Clubs competing in the Semi-Finals and Final stages of the competition at neutral venues are advised to inspect the ground facilities, and especially the seating at such venues, prior to and immediately after each game so that any damage caused can be identified as soon as practicable. 

