IFA CHAMPIONSHIP

PROPOSED RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR SEASON 2011/12

PREAMBLE

In these Regulations any reference to ‘the league’ shall, where the context permits, apply to Members of the IFA Premier Intermediate League, which shall hereinafter be referred to as the IFA Championship.

Furthermore any reference to ‘the Association’ shall refer to the Irish Football Association Limited.

In addition all players are classified either as amateur or professional, as defined by FIFA.

1. CONSTITUTION

For the purposes of Football Competitions the IFA Championship may be composed of two divisions.

(a) Membership of the League shall constitute an agreement between the League and each Club to be bound by and comply with:

1 These Regulations of the League,

2 The Rules of the Irish Football Association,

3 The Laws of the Game, 

4 The Rules and Regulations of any body of which the League is a member,

5 The terms of any sponsorship agreement entered into by the League,

6 And the terms of any Cup or other Competitions conducted or controlled by the League, each of the aforesaid is altered, revoked or added to from time to time.

(b) Procedures for club to change its legal entity

If any club wishes to change its legal entity, which is the recognised member of the Irish Football Association and the Premiership or Championship Divisions 1 & 2, it must submit full details of the proposed change to the Football Committee. 

All of the following rules apply in order to change a legal entity:

(a) Any application to transfer a club’s membership of the Irish Football Association to a new entity must be submitted in writing and by special delivery post to the Chief Executive, Irish Football Association, 20 Windsor Avenue, Belfast, BT9 6EG.

(b) A club’s membership of the Irish Football Association may only be transferred to the new entity with the advance written permission of the Football Committee.  Each case will be considered on its own individual merits.

(i) Sanction for club experiencing an Insolvency Event

If any club in membership of the IFA Premiership or Championship Divisions 1 & 2 formally suffers, undergoes or enters into one of the following insolvency events:

1 Administration (Creditor Driven) – normally Bank or large unsecured creditor.

2 Administration (Club Driven) – appointment by the Directors to avoid other legal action e.g winding up order.

3 Fixed Charge Receivership – appointment by secured creditor only on fixed assets e.g property.

4 Have a winding up order made in respect of the club e.g HM Revenue & Customs.

5 Company Voluntary Arrangement – proposed in advance of or as a response to legal action by an unsecured creditor.

6 Have any proceeding or step taken or any court order made which has a substantially similar effect to any of the foregoing.  

That club shall be deducted 10 points.

(ii) Where a club takes or suffers such action set out in Rule (i) above;

(a)
Prior to 1 March the points deduction shall apply immediately;

(b)
During the normal playing season but after 1 March, but before completion of all league fixtures, rule (iii) shall apply;

(c)
When all league fixtures have been concluded the points deduction shall apply in  respect of the following season such that the club commences that season on minus 10 points

(iii) Where the circumstances set out in Rule (ii) (b) apply and at the end of that season, having regard to the number of points awarded (ignoring any potential deduction):

(a) Should the club be relegated the points deduction will apply in the next following 

season; or

(b) Should the club not be relegated the points deduction will apply in that season and that club’s points total for that season shall be recalculated accordingly and the final league position determined.

For the avoidance of doubt, when a club is subject to more than one of the events in (i) during a process of compromising its creditors (for example Administration followed by a Company Voluntary Arrangement), the club shall only be deducted one set of 10 points, such deduction to apply with effect from the first solvency event.

Notwithstanding the above, if a club suffers, undergoes or enters into a separate, distinct and further insolvency event as per (i) above, a further 10 point deduction shall be applied.

(iv) The league shall serve a club with written notice of the points deduction.

(v) A club may appeal against an automatic deduction of points in accordance with Article 21 of the IFA Articles of Association.

2. MEMBERSHIP FEES AND CASUAL VACANCIES

The Annual Subscription of each Club to the League shall be £800.

All Annual Subscriptions shall be paid on or before the 31st August in each year to the Secretary of the League who shall have notified each Club that the subscription is due.

Any Club whose subscription is not paid by 31st August shall not be entitled to be represented at any meeting until same shall have been paid and will be fined £100 for every month or part month that the subscription has not been paid.

The membership of the League shall be limited to a maximum of 32 clubs in accordance with IFA Article 19.

NOTICES:

3. A notice may be given by the League or the IFA Championship Management Committee to any Club or any Club representative either personally or by sending it by email or by post to the registered postal or email address supplied by the Club or representative for the giving of notices.  Where a notice is sent by post, service of the notice shall be deemed to be effected by properly addressing, prepaying and posting a letter containing the notice, and to have been effected at the expiration of 24 hours after the letter containing same was posted.

4. The affairs of the League shall be vested in a Committee hereinafter called the IFA Championship Management Committee which shall have full power to act as it thinks fit, including power to suspend, fine or expel any club, club official or player guilty of a criminal offence, infringing or failing to observe the rules of the League or acting in a manner which could be construed as bringing the League into disrepute and contrary to the best interests of the League as a whole.  The IFA Championship Management Committee shall also have power to deal with any other matters not provided for in the rules and such authority shall also be vested in an Executive Committee as elected by the IFA Championship Management Committee.

Note – This rule will not apply to any field offences or any other matter which would normally be dealt with by the IFA Disciplinary Committee.

5. The IFA Championship Management Committee shall consist of one representative from each club in membership of the League and each club shall also be required to nominate a second representative (or deputy) who shall be entitled to attend any meeting of the IFA Championship Management Committee in the absence of his/her club’s original nominee.  A club not attending any meeting of the IFA Championship Management Committee may be fined in the sum of £20 per meeting at the discretion of the Executive Committee.

50% of any members present at any meeting of any Committee or Sub-Committee shall form a quorum.

6. The IFA Championship Management Committee shall cause Minutes to be made in books provided for the purpose:

(a) Of all the names of members of the IFA Championship Management Committee present at each meeting thereof and of any Committee appointed by the IFA Championship Management Committee, and

(b) Of all resolutions and proceedings at all meetings of the IFA Championship Management Committee and of any Committee appointed by the IFA Championship Management Committee.

Every member of the IFA Championship Management Committee (or his/her deputy) present at any meeting shall sign his/her name in a book to be kept for that purpose.

7. The Committee at its first meeting after the conclusion of the playing season in each year shall elect from its number six members to form an Executive Committee with full powers to act and decide on any matter arising between meetings of the IFA Championship Management Committee pertaining to the League.

The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman shall be ex-officio on all Committees and the Chairman shall have a casting vote in cases of equality of voting.

If at any meeting neither be present within fifteen minutes after the time appointed for holding a meeting the representatives present shall choose one from their number to be chairman.

OFFENCES, INQUIRIES AND COMMISSIONS THEREON,

DISPUTES AND APPEALS

Offences by Clubs, Players etc. Illegal Inducements:

8. Any club, official or player either directly or indirectly inducing or attempting to induce a player of another club to leave the club for which he is registered for any purpose whatsoever shall be deemed guilty of misconduct and shall be liable to be expelled, fined or otherwise dealt with by the IFA Championship Management Committee as they shall see fit, in accordance with the FIFA regulations governing the Status and Transfer of Players. A club found to have induced a player to sign a registration form shall be fined £500. 

Misconduct in pre-arranging Results/Gambling on IFA

Championship Matches
9. Any club, official or player offering or receiving a payment or any form of inducement from any other person or organisation to win, lose or draw a match shall be deemed guilty of misconduct and shall be liable to a fine of £2000 and shall be subject to such further sanction as the IFA Championship Management Committee shall see fit.

All players, technical staff and officials are forbidden from taking part, either directly or indirectly, in betting, gambling, lotteries and similar events and transactions connected with football matches under the control and organisation of the IFA Championship.

The IFA Championship Executive Committee shall have the power to investigate any such allegations brought to their attention and to impose such sanctions as they consider appropriate.

The IFA Championship Management Committee shall have the power to expel, fine or otherwise deal with any club or player, or any member or employee of any club, whose conduct may be deemed objectionable, in or in connection with a League fixture or a decision of the IFA Championship Management Committee or a Committee or Commission thereof as they think fit.

Protests and Appeals:

10. Protests by all clubs must be received by the Secretary of the League per special delivery, bearing postmark, within four days after the cause of the protest, accompanied by a deposit of £100 which shall be forfeited in all cases where the protest has not been sustained.  A copy of the protest must also be sent by the appellant club by special delivery to the club protested against, if appropriate, bearing postmark within four days after the cause of the protest.

All appeals against decisions of the IFA Championship Management Committee must be lodged in accordance with the Articles of the Irish Football Association.

In the case of protests or appeals, if the IFA Championship Management Committee has any doubts as to the qualification of any player taking part in any competition it shall have power to call upon such player, or the club to which he belongs or for which he played, to prove that he was qualified according to the Rules and Regulations of the League, and failing satisfactory proof shall where relevant deduct three points per match in the competition from the offending club or may disqualify it from the competition, and may expel, fine or otherwise deal with the offending player as they think fit.

All questions of eligibility or qualification of clubs or players, or of the application of the Laws of the Game, or of the Articles of Association or Rules shall be referred for decision to the Executive Board of the Association.

Matches:
11. The IFA Championship Management Committee shall organise and arrange competitions as it thinks fit, and shall have power to organise and provide rules for any additional competitions, either on a knock-out or on a league basis, as it considers appropriate.

12. All matches shall be arranged by the IFA Championship Management Committee and matches must be played as per the fixture list unless otherwise directed by the IFA Championship Management Committee or agreed by the two competing clubs and approved by the IFA Championship

Such fixture list will be issued for the whole season by the League no later than the second Saturday of July each year.  No club shall be permitted to request a free Saturday except in the case of exceptional circumstances which must be notified to and approved by the IFA Championship Management Committee.

Clubs may bring forward fixtures scheduled on or before the last Saturday in February provided that both clubs confirm their agreement in writing no later than 5 days prior to the proposed date for the fixture and that the new arrangements meet the approval of the IFA Championship Management Committee. 

Clubs failing to comply with this rule shall be fined in a sum of £250 and shall forfeit 3 points, such points shall be accredited to the opposing team and a scoreline of 3 goals to nil awarded to their opponents.  Also, in the event of a club failing to fulfil an arranged match the appropriate Committee shall be empowered to grant compensation to the other club for actual expenses incurred for such match.  A club failing to fulfil an arranged match for a second time in the current season may be dismissed from membership of the League.

Each club shall play home and away fixtures in the League Competition and all matches shall be played under the rules and regulations of the League and in accordance with the Laws of the Game.

Any match not completed may be ordered to stand as a completed fixture, or the unfinished time may be ordered to be played, or the fixture ordered to be replayed in its entirety as the Committee or Executive Committee may see fit.

Postponed or abandoned matches shall be played on a date to be determined by the IFA Championship Chairman and Secretary. 

13. The hour of kick-off for all Saturday fixtures shall be 3.00pm unless otherwise directed by the IFA Championship Management Committee, or agreed by the two competing clubs and approved by the IFA Championship.  Where clubs do not have adequate floodlighting, kick-off time shall be 2.00pm during the months of November, December and January in each season.

The kick-off times for all other matches shall be arranged by the IFA Championship Secretary, unless otherwise agreed by the two clubs competing and approved by the IFA Championship Management Committee.

Clubs failing to start at the appointed time may be fined at the discretion of the IFA Championship Management Committee.

14. In the event of unfavourable weather conditions the home club must request the IFA Championship for an early inspection not later than four (4) hours before kick-off.  The match referee or an alternative referee appointed by the IFA must inspect the ground at least three (3) hours or more previous to the advertised time of kick-off and shall decide as to the fitness of the ground, his/her decision being final after consultation with the Club Secretary and the IFA Championship.

No game shall be postponed without an inspection by a referee appointed by the IFA, who shall take due cognizance of local advice and the travelling team and supporters.

Should the match referee deem the ground unfit for play then he/she shall be paid half the match fee and travelling expenses actually incurred by the home club.  Should another league appointed referee deem the ground unfit for play then he/she shall be paid £5 plus travelling expenses actually incurred.

15. The fee payable to referees shall be such sum as decided by the IFA Executive Board together with the appropriate rate for travelling expenses actually incurred.  In all league fixtures the home club shall retain the gate receipts and shall be responsible for all expenses including the referees’ fees and travelling expenses properly incurred.

The league shall furnish the clubs with a Referees Expenses Form which clubs should complete after each home fixture and submit to the league no later than 5 days following the fixture. Any club failing to provide such documentation may be fined in the sum of £10. 

PROMOTION AND RELEGATION:
16. (a)
At the end of the league championship competition the club scoring the greatest 

number of points in each Division shall be declared the winners of that Divison, three points being counted for each league match won and one point for each league match drawn.

(b)
At the end of the season the club finishing at the top of the IFA Championship shall be promoted to the IFA Premiership and the club finishing bottom of the IFA Premiership shall be relegated to the IFA Championship. 


The club finishing in second bottom position in the IFA Premiership shall be obliged to play in a play-off against the club finishing second in the Championship and the winner of the play-off, which will be on ‘home’ and ‘away’ basis with away goals to count double, will be promoted to or remain in (as the case may be) the IFA Premiership.


If however the winners of the IFA Championship do not conform with the Championship Club Licence criteria they will not be promoted to the IFA Premiership, but if the runners-up in the IFA Championship do comply with the Championship Licence criteria they would then play against the team finishing bottom of the IFA Premiership and the winner of that play-off, which will be on ‘home’ and ‘away’ basis with away goals to count double, will be promoted to or remain in (as the case may be) the IFA Premiership.  If at the end of the second match of the play-off scores are equal then that game will be played to a finish by the playing of extra time of 15 minutes each way and by the taking of penalty kicks if necessary.


The loser of the play-off will be relegated or remain in (as the case may be) the IFA Championship.  If at the end of the second match of the play-off the scores are equal then that game will be played to a finish by the playing of extra time of 15 minutes each way and by the taking of penalty kicks if necessary.


The play-off matches to determine the final composition of the IFA Premiership and the IFA Championship shall be played on a date to be determined by the IFA Premiership Management Committee.  The first match shall be played at the ground of the IFA Championship Club whilst the second match shall be played at the ground of the IFA Premiership Club.

(c) Promotion and Relegation shall also apply between divisions of the IFA Championship.  The bottom two clubs in Section 1 of the IFA Championship each season shall be relegated to Section 2 and the top two clubs in Section 2 of the IFA Championship each season shall be promoted to Section 1.

Should two or more teams be equal in points then in all cases goal difference, then goals scored, then a play-off to decide shall apply.

(d) The club finishing bottom of Section 2 of the IFA Championship each season shall be relegated provided at least one club is eligible for promotion to the IFA Championship according to the procedures set out in paragraph (e) below and also providing the club to be relegated is accepted as a member of the premier division of an intermediate league nominated by the IFA Intermediate Committee/Pyramid Committee.
Should two or more teams be equal in points then in all cases goal difference, then goals scored, then a play-off to decide shall apply.

(e) Promotion to Section 2 of the IFA Championship shall be determined by means of a play-off between clubs that have applied for membership by 31 December, whose ground meets IFA Championship criteria by 30th April in the year seeking promotion and that have won their respective intermediate leagues highest division (Northern Amateur Football League, Northern Ireland Intermediate League, Ballymena & Provincial League or the Mid Ulster Football League) in the year seeking promotion.  The format of the play-off between applicant clubs shall be decided by the IFA Intermediate Committee. 

(f) Where there is only one such eligible applicant club, that club will replace the club relegated from the IFA Championship.

Note – Where any club  believes that it will be in a position to qualify for promotion from either the Northern Amateur Football League, Northern Ireland Intermediate League, Ballymena & Provincial League or the Mid Ulster Football League to the IFA Championship at the end of the current season they must apply by 31st December and meet the criteria by 30th April.

(g) Ground sharing is permitted, but not in order to gain promotion or to avoid relegation.  A ground sharing agreement must have been in place for at least one full season prior to making application for membership of the IFA Championship and must be for a minimum of three years from the date of membership.

The IFA Championship Management Committee must approve any existing ground share agreement.

Where there is a ground share primacy of fixtures must be defined in the ground share agreement.

(h) From Season 2010/11 Championship 1 shall consist of a maximum of 14 clubs and Championship 2 shall consist of a maximum of 16 clubs.

17. Any club may resign from the League providing it notifies the Secretary of the League by special delivery not later than 1 April of their intention to discontinue membership at the end of the current season.

18. If any club is expelled, or resigns from the League without the consent of the IFA Championship Management Committee, it shall forfeit the sum of not less than £250 and shall be excluded from making a further application for membership for a period to be determined by the IFA Championship Management Committee.

The players who are registered with that club shall be granted ‘free agent’ status in accordance with FIFA regulations governing the Status and Transfer of Players.

Substitute Players:
19. A club may at its discretion use three substitute players at any time in any match, except to replace a player who has been suspended from the game by the referee.  The substitutions can only be made when play is stopped for any reason and the referee has given permission.

Only three substitutions by each side will be permitted in any match and clubs may nominate up to a maximum of five substitute players prior to the commencement of the match.

A substitute player shall be construed as taking part in the game for which he was nominated only if he is required to play.

Should any nominated player or substitute sustain an injury or become otherwise incapacitated after the submission of the team sheet to the referee and before the kick-off he may be replaced provided that the referee and the opposing club are informed prior to kick-off.

Player Identification:

20. The players’ shirts must be clearly numbered on the back and must correspond exactly with the referee’s card handed to the referee before any match under the jurisdiction of the League, and the team captain shall wear a distinguishing armband to indicate this.

Completion of Referee’s Card:

21. Secretaries or other responsible persons acting for competing clubs shall forty five minutes prior to kick-off notify in writing the names of players taking part in each match under the jurisdiction of the league (including the name of the nominated substitute or substitutes and club officials and their functions) to the referee, and also to the representative of their opponents in the presence of the referee in his dressing room; and the list shall also indicate the colour of the goalkeeper’s shirt.  Clubs failing to do so will be dealt with at the discretion of the IFA Championship Management Committee.

Late Start:

22. The IFA Championship Management Committee shall fine clubs for late start of matches in the sum of £250 except in exceptional circumstances.  Referees must report late starts to the League.

Weak Teams:

23. Each club shall play its full strength team in all matches under the jurisdiction of the League unless some satisfactory explanation is offered to the IFA Championship Management Committee.  In the event of the explanation not being deemed satisfactory the Committee shall inflict a fine on the club of not less than £100.

Objection to Ground etc:

24. Any objection to ground, goal posts or goal nets must be lodged with the referee before the game is started and the referee shall have power to have such objections made right before the match is started.

Medals:

25. The IFA Championship Management Committee may, at its discretion, award 16 medals to the winning clubs for presentation to their players each of whom shall have taken part in at least 50% of the games constituting the IFA Championship.  Additional medals may be purchased by the clubs concerned, if so warranted and the IFA Championship Management Committee shall consider all such requests.

Admission to Grounds:

26. The maximum charge for admission to any league match shall be determined by the IFA Championship Management Committee in each year, and the charge for admission to seated accommodation shall be at the discretion of the home club.

Each club may furnish the IFA Championship a list of no more than 12 directors that shall receive a Directors pass.  The bearer shall be entitled to admission to the ground and Directors Box at matches in which his/her club are participating under the jurisdiction of the IFA Championship, excluding semi finals and finals.

Share of Gates:

27. The admission charges to the ground in all League matches shall be retained by the home club, unless otherwise stated.

Fines:

28. All fines imposed by the IFA Championship Management Committee shall be paid within fourteen days, otherwise offending clubs will be fined £250 per month or part of a month that a fine is outstanding.

If any club fails to make any payment to the League in accordance with the requirements of these rules the League shall be empowered to deduct the amount of any such payment(s) from any money payable to the debtor club.

REGISTRATIONS AND TRANSFERS

Restrictions on all except bona-fide players:

29. A player eligible to take part in a fixture under the jurisdiction of the league must be a bona-fide member of a club in membership of the league and registered as such in accordance with the rules and regulations of the league and the IFA Player Registration Regulations. 

30. A bona-fide player (amateur or professional) of a club is one who has signed the necessary registration documents (such signature to be verified by an accredited officer and duly witnessed.  The accredited officer and witness shall not be the same person) and has been registered and approved by the League before playing.  No player may play in any competition under the auspices of the League unless and until he has been so registered and it shall be the responsibility of all clubs playing in any match organised by the League to ensure that its players are eligible to play in any such match.  Failure to do so constitutes misconduct and the defaulting club(s) shall be liable to such penalties as are indicated in Rule 42.

The receipt by the registering club of the proof of posting - (which must be retained as evidence) shall confirm the eligibility of the player to play in any match under the auspices of the League.

This Rule is subject to and must be read in conjunction with Rules 31-45.

31. No International Transfer Certificate can be sought or granted for a player under 18 years of age.

32. No amateur or professional player, except in the case of a goalkeeper, shall be eligible to play in any games under the auspices of the League for the remainder of the current season if their registration or transfer of registration has been received after 12 noon on 31st March of that season (or if the 31st falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the Friday preceding).  In the case of a goalkeeper a signing may be made after 31st March but only in extenuating circumstances and only with the prior approval of the IFA Championship Management Committee.

In the event that all of a club’s registered senior goalkeepers (senior being defined as someone who has made 10 or more first team appearances) are unavailable, that club must apply and present its case fully in writing to the National Association for special exception to sign a replacement goalkeeper.

For the purposes of this rule, the Championship Management Committee will decide on a case by case basis if it deems a goalkeeper to be unavailable.  Where medical or employment issues have been cited by a club, official and original written confirmation from a doctor/physio or employer must be provided by the club.

Where an exception to register a goalkeeper has been requested and granted in accordance with the above such exception will only permit the club to play the player in the first team until such times as the other goalkeeper(s) become available again.

Registration of Players:
33. No player under the age of 16 years of age can be registered as a professional player.

Licence for Migrant Workers:

34. Players who are nationals of a country not in membership of the European Union require a licence (which shall be issued by the UK Border Agency) in order to obtain employment as a Football Player within the United Kingdom.  A copy of the licence must be forwarded to the Association and the player shall not become eligible to play until such licence has been received by the Association.

Details of the criteria and application procedures for migrant workers can be found on the IFA website or upon request.

Registration Forms:

35. Registration forms shall be of two kinds – amateur and professional and shall contain all such information for the guidance of the player as shall apply to his particular status.  The documents of Registration and of Transfer of Registration of a player must be on the forms approved and issued by the Association, and not otherwise.  All such information shall be treated as private and confidential and an exact copy of his agreement must be handed to the player at the time of signing the said agreement entered into with his club.

In any dispute between the player and the club the remuneration and any other benefits contained in the agreement shall be deemed to be the player’s complete entitlement.

Mode of Registration:

36. (a)
In order to register a player the prescribed registration form duly signed by the 

player (which signature must be properly witnessed) and by the club desiring registration must be sent by special delivery post approved by the Association.

All registration documents, including where applicable, but not limited to, Registration Summary, Clearance Certificates, Cancellations, Agreements or Contracts of Service and any amendments thereto, must be returned to the Association within seven days from the date of signing, excluding Sunday and it shall be the responsibility of the club to retain proof of posting.  Documents will be deemed to be in the hands of the Association as of the date of postmark.

The time of receipt shall determine the eligibility of the player to play for the registering club in all games under the auspices of the League.

(b)
The minimum length of a contract shall be from its effective date until the end of the season.

(c) A player will only be eligible to play in a match organised by the League if the appropriate forms including clearance certificates are received and found to be in order by 12 noon on the day preceding such match.  For games scheduled for a Sunday or Monday, such players must be registered by 12 noon on the preceding Friday.

In the event of a player signing registration forms for more than one club priority shall be the deciding factor.  The club submitting the later form shall be notified of the prior registration of the player and the circumstances under which the registration forms were signed shall be investigated by the IFA Championship Management Committee.  A player found to have wilfully signed registration forms for more than one club shall be dealt with as the Committee may determine.  

Speedy Registration:

37. A club in order to effect a speedy registration of a player may do so by facsimile provided that the appropriate forms including clearance certificates are received by facsimile and found to be in order by 12 noon on the day preceding such match.  For matches scheduled on a Sunday or Monday such players must be registered by 12 noon on the preceding Friday.  The original registration must be sent by special delivery post within seven days from the date on which the form was signed and it shall be the responsibility of the club to retain proof of posting.  Failure to do so may incur a fine of £100 but shall not render the player ineligible.

Transfers of Registration / Cancellation:

38. The transfer of the registration of a player from one club to another must be made in writing on the official transfer form issued by the Association, duly signed by both clubs and the player concerned and forwarded in accordance with the procedures detailed in Rule 36 to the Association for approval and registration.

A professional player’s registration may also be cancelled at any time by mutual consent on the official cancellation form issued by the association duly signed by the club and player and forwarded to the association for cancellation.

Approval will not be given to any transfer which stipulates when or against whom the player may or may not play.

Transfer Fees:

39. Unless otherwise mutually agreed and committed to writing at the time of such transfer of registration at least 50% of the transfer fee plus VAT at the standard rate must be paid on the date of signing, and any balance outstanding must be paid in full within six months of the registration of the transfer, and at the end of the six month period should any balance remain outstanding then the defaulting club shall no longer be permitted to use the services of such player until the full amount outstanding has been paid.  Similarly the same restriction shall apply where a club has mutually agreed in writing to pay a transfer fee by instalments and subsequently defaults with such payments.  The offended club shall inform the League in writing of the circumstances and the Secretary shall notify the offending club accordingly.

Temporary Transfers re Players on Loan:

40. Temporary Transfers of registration for players on loan from one club to another shall be made on the appropriate Loan Agreement Form to be provided by the Association.  A loan agreement form must be signed by the player and both clubs.  All Temporary Transfers should observe the registration periods and shall also be subject to the following terms and conditions:

(a) Temporary Transfers for players on loan shall be for a defined period of not less than 28 days

(b) Upon the expiry of the loan period the player shall automatically return to his original club

(c) A player whose registration is temporarily transferred shall be permitted to play only for the borrowing club during the period of such transfer and shall not be permitted to play in matches against the loaning club; 

(d) It shall be the responsibility of the club registering the player on loan (borrowing club) to ensure that the necessary insurance cover is provided should the player become injured during his period of loan.  In the event that no such insurance is procured the club may be liable for all costs associated with such injury, which shall be determined by the IFA Premiership Management Committee or the IFA Championship Management Committee as the case may be

(e) Notwithstanding the conditions in 40(a) the loaning club shall be permitted to recall a player temporarily transferred to another club at any time before the registration deadline of 31st March.  In such circumstances a cancellation of loan agreement shall be attested by both club and the player concerned.  A goalkeeper may be recalled after the registration deadline of 31st March only in exceptional circumstances subject to the conditions detailed in Rule 32.

Note – Players on loan within the League may include both amateur and professional players.

Ineligibility of Players:

41. Failure to comply with any of the conditions relating to a registration will render the player ineligible to play for the club concerned as not being a bona-fide player.  Any club wishing to lodge a complaint with the Association with regard to the eligibility of any player shall submit such complaint in writing by special delivery post accompanied by a fee of £100.  At the same time a copy of the complaint must be forwarded by special delivery post to the club complained against.

Penalty for Playing Unregistered or Ineligible Players:

42. Any club playing an ineligible player or players in any match under the auspices of the League may be fined a maximum of £250 per player for the first offence and £25 for subsequent offences involving the same player.  In addition should the match(es) in question result in a win for the offending team, or end in a draw, then such points shall be forfeited by the offending club and its opponents awarded three points in respect of that match and a scoreline of 3-0 recorded in its favour.

Nothing in these regulations shall entitle the League to deduct points or impose fines for registration or other offences committed by any club during any previous season.  (For the purpose of all League regulations a season will be deemed to end on 31st May each year).

For the purposes of these regulations an ineligible player is a player who has not been properly registered, or who has played whilst under suspension, or who has otherwise played in contravention of the rules of the competition in which he has taken part.

Agreement between Professional Players and Club:

43. Agreements between professional players and clubs may be for a term of variable years (maximum of five years).  A copy of each Standard Professional Contract must be sent to the IFA.

A player shall be free at the end of his contractual agreement to seek registration with any club of his choice.

44. Any player who has been registered as a professional with a National Association may not be re-classified as amateur until a period of 30 days has elapsed.

This period shall start as from the day the player competed in his last match with the club with which he was registered as a professional.

Right of Approach:

45. A club intending to conclude a contract with a professional player who is at present under written contract with another club is obliged to inform the club and the player in writing before commencing negotiations with either of them.

The player shall only be free to conclude a contract with another club if his contract with his present club has expired or will expire within six months.

All correspondence in this regard must be sent by special delivery post to both the player and the club and to the IFA Championship.

Any club wishing to register a player whose contract with his current club will expire within six months shall be permitted to register such player under a pre-contract agreement to commence on the day following the expiry of his current contract in accordance with the procedures detailed in Rule 36.  Club Secretaries shall be permitted to request details of the expiry dates of any player’s registration.  Any club found making an illegal approach to a player of another club will be fined in the sum of £2000 with £1000 going to the club that has lost the player and £1000 going to the IFA Championship.

Any club wishing to lodge a complaint with the Association with regard to an alleged illegal approach shall submit such complaint in writing by special delivery post accompanied by a fee of £100.  At the same time a copy of the complaint must be forwarded by special delivery post to the club complained against.

46. Notwithstanding anything in Rule 45, should a club wish to place a player on a transfer list, details of said player must be submitted to the IFA Championship which will be circulated to all other clubs.  Clubs shall be permitted to approach any player who is placed on the transfer list at any time.  A player shall remain on the transfer list until;

(a) He is registered to another club, or

(b) He is removed from the list by his current club, or

(c) He reaches the expiry date of his registration

47. Each club in the IFA Championship shall register its colours with the secretary of the IFA Championship not later than 20 July each year on a kit approval form to be provided by the league.  In all cases the first choice (home) kit and the second choice (away) kit must provide an alternative colour of all garments and must be submitted with the kit approval form.  All clubs must also observe the sponsor advertising regulations which may be revised annually by the IFA Championship Management Committee.  In the event of a clash of playing kit the away team shall change.

In accordance with the Laws of the Game the clubs must have the availability of additional kit should any item of the kit sustain blood coverage.

48. The official match ball to be used in all matches shall be the ball approved by the IFA Championship and supplied to the clubs at the commencement of the season.  Additional match balls, if required, may be purchased from the IFA Championship.

49. In all matches under the jurisdiction of the IFA Championship the half-time interval shall be 15 minutes.

50. Alterations to these rules shall only be considered during the closed season.  Any club wishing to have a proposal considered, must forward same in writing to the IFA Championship secretary no later than 31st May.

