Flag Bearer Competition – Terms and Conditions

1. Competition Overview
The Flag Bearer Competition is open to eligible grassroots junior football teams. The winning team will be invited to provide 12 junior flag bearers and 2 accompanying adults to participate in the pre-match flag bearer presentation at the nominated fixture.
The prize includes:
· 12 junior flag bearer tickets for the nominated fixture.
· 2 adult accompanying tickets for the nominated fixture.
· The opportunity for the 12 selected juniors to participate as official flag bearers before the match.
· Attendance at the required pre-match rehearsal/walk-through on the designated rehearsal night.
2. Eligibility
1. The competition is open to grassroots football teams/groups consisting of junior players.
2. Each participating team must nominate a group of 12 junior players to take part.
3. The 12 juniors must be accompanied by 2 responsible adults, nominated by the team in advance.
4. The accompanying adults must be aged 18 or over and remain responsible for the juniors in their care throughout the relevant event activities, except where event staff take responsibility for a specific organised activity.
5. The competition organiser reserves the right to request confirmation of the team/group's grassroots status and the ages of participating juniors.
6. The same individual may not be entered more than once, unless otherwise agreed by the organiser.
7. Flag bearers must be aged 12 or older on the date of the fixture.
3. Entry Requirements
To enter the competition, the team must provide the information requested by the organiser by the stated closing date.
The entry must include:
· Team/group name.
· Contact details for the nominated team representative.
· Names of the 12 junior participants, where requested.
· Names of the 2 accompanying adults.
· Any other information reasonably required by the organiser for event administration and safeguarding purposes.
Entries received after the closing date may not be accepted.

4. Team Colours and Clothing
The 2 accompanying adults must wear their grassroots team's official team colours when attending the fixture and may be requested to participate in the flag bearer activities.
Details of the proposed team colours/clothing must be submitted to the organiser in advance and approved where necessary.
The organiser may provide reasonable guidance regarding clothing, footwear, colours, logos or other items to ensure that the group is appropriately presented and does not conflict with match-day requirements.
The 12 junior flag bearers may be required to wear clothing supplied or specified by the organiser for the flag bearer activity.

5. Rehearsal / Pre-Match Attendance
The winning team and its nominated 2 adults must be available to attend the designated rehearsal night in advance of the fixture.
Attendance at the rehearsal is a condition of the prize.
The rehearsal is intended to ensure that all participants understand:
· Where they need to report.
· The flag bearer procedure.
· Where they will stand and move during the pre-match presentation.
· Match-day timings and instructions.
· Stadium/event safety and safeguarding procedures.
Failure of the team or nominated adults to attend the required rehearsal may result in the organiser withdrawing or reallocating the flag bearer opportunity.

6. Match-Day Attendance
The 12 junior flag bearers and 2 accompanying adults must arrive at the venue at the time and location specified by the organiser.
Participants must follow all reasonable instructions provided by match-day staff, stewards, event officials and safeguarding personnel.
Late arrival may result in the group being unable to participate in the flag bearer activity, and no alternative opportunity is guaranteed.

7. Prize Tickets
The prize consists of 14 tickets in total: 12 junior tickets and 2 adult tickets for the nominated fixture.
The tickets are intended for the winning group and may not be sold, auctioned, transferred for payment or otherwise commercially exploited.
Tickets are subject to the venue's standard terms and conditions and any applicable match-day regulations.
The organiser does not guarantee particular seats unless specifically stated.

8. Safeguarding and Responsibility
The safety and wellbeing of all participating juniors is a priority.
The winning team must provide appropriate adult supervision in accordance with the organiser's safeguarding requirements.
The 2 nominated adults must comply with any reasonable safeguarding procedures, identification requirements, access arrangements and instructions provided by the organiser.
The organiser reserves the right to refuse participation by any individual where there is a legitimate safeguarding, safety or security concern.

9. Behaviour and Conduct
All participants and accompanying adults must behave appropriately and respectfully towards players, officials, staff, stewards and other spectators.
The organiser reserves the right to remove or exclude any participant or accompanying adult whose behaviour is considered inappropriate, abusive, threatening, discriminatory, unsafe or otherwise contrary to the event's rules.
Any such removal may result in the team losing the opportunity to participate.

10. Selection of Winner
The winner will be selected from all valid entries received before the closing date.
The organiser's decision regarding the competition winner will be final, subject to applicable law.
The winner will be contacted using the details provided at entry.
If the selected team cannot accept the prize, cannot meet the rehearsal or match-day requirements, or does not respond within the period specified by the organiser, an alternative winner may be selected.

11. Changes and Cancellation
The organiser reserves the right to amend, postpone or cancel the competition, rehearsal or flag bearer activity where circumstances outside its reasonable control require this, including fixture changes, venue requirements, safety concerns, operational issues or other unforeseen circumstances.
Where reasonably possible, the organiser will provide advance notice of any significant changes.
No cash alternative will be offered for the prize unless the organiser decides otherwise.

12. Photography and Media
The organiser may take photographs or video footage during the rehearsal and/or match-day activities for legitimate event, promotional and editorial purposes, subject to applicable privacy and safeguarding requirements.
Any required parental/guardian consent for photography or filming of juniors will be obtained in accordance with the organiser's applicable policies and procedures.

13. Personal Information
Information provided as part of the competition will be used for the purposes of administering the competition, arranging the rehearsal and fixture attendance, ticket allocation, safeguarding and other legitimate event-related purposes.
Personal information will be handled in accordance with the organiser's applicable privacy notice and data protection obligations.

14. Acceptance of Terms
By entering the competition, the team representative confirms that they have read and agree to these Terms and Conditions and that the participating team/group will comply with the requirements set out above.
The organiser may refuse an entry or withdraw a prize where these Terms and Conditions are not met.

Competition organiser: Irish Football Association
Competition closing date: 31 August 
Rehearsal date: 24 September
Fixture: Northern Ireland v Georgia 
Venue: Clearer Twist National Stadium at Windsor Park

