	IN THE MATTER OF AN APPEAL BY DUNGANNON SWIFTS FC
AGAINST THE DECISION OF MID ULSTER JUVENILE LEAGUE (NUJL)
APPEALS COMMITTEE
Rachel Best KC (Chair)
Leona Gillen BL
David Lennox
THE APPELLANT WAS REPRESENTED BY
Simon Graham (General Manger/Disciplinary Officer)
Daniel Atcheson (The Under 19 Manager) 
THE LEAGUE WERE REPRESENTED BY
Michael O’Kane (Chairman)
Jim Canning (Secretary)
DECISION
This is the unanimous decision of the IFA Appeals Committee which was reached following a hearing which took place on 3rd December 2025. The parties were advised of the outcome immediately after the hearing and this is the written decision.
The Appeals Committee are grateful to both parties in relation to the focused and realistic manner in which they approached this Appeal. It is clear that there is good engagement and communication between the parties; this is to be commended and encouraged.
The Appeals Committee is also grateful to the parties in relation to the oral submissions made in the course of the Appeal and having regard to the reasons set out below the unanimous decision of the Committee is that the Appellant’s Appeal is upheld.





RELEVANT FINDINGS OF FACT AND BACKGROUND
1. This Appeal arises from the expulsion of the Appellant from the Savage Cup by the League. 
2. It was advanced before the Appeals Committee that the Appellant’s manager Mr Atcheson at the outset of the season had agreed with the League that Dungannon Swifts home games would be played on Friday nights at Dungannon Integrated College. This was because the Club had secured a season long pitch booking from ICD for that time.
3. The MUJL indicated to the Appellant and Tandragee Football Club that they had a tie on Saturday 15th November.  At the hearing it was agreed between the parties that the onus was on the home team to secure a pitch for the tie.   Dungannon Swifts did secure a pitch; however, this was at 2:30pm on Saturday 15th November.   Unfortunately, no referee could be obtained and the League indicated to Dungannon that this was a “morning league”.    This had not previously been indicated.   The reason that the matter could not be played in the afternoon was that Tandragee Football Club could not field players for that match.   
4. At the Appeal Hearing the League accepted that it was their responsibility to provide a referee and not the Club’s.    
5. It appeared to the Appeals Committee that there was an inequitable situation where Tandragee were not penalised for not fielding a team for any tie that was arranged.    Rather Dungannon Swifts were penalised in that they were eliminated from the Cup in question.   
6. The Appellant indicated that they had secured a venue at short notice and were prepared to play the game.    The League accepted that they had given the parties little notice of the date of the tie.   The reasons for this related to a bereavement of a family member of one of the League’s organisers.
7. It appears to the Appeals Committee that the option of rearranging the match was not considered by the League.   In all of the circumstances in this matter, particularly where it appeared to the Appeals Committee that the Appellant did make efforts to obtain a venue and to field a team and Tandragee were not able to field a team (but were not penalised for such) that the fair outcome is that the match be played.    




FINDINGS
8. The Appeals Committee agrees with the contention advanced by the Appellant that in the circumstances the fair outcome was that the match be replayed.
9. Accordingly, the Appeal is upheld.    The Decision of MUJL is set aside and the Appellant should receive their £100 fee.
Dated : 8th January 2026
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