Irish FA/DCMS Grassroots Facilities Investment Fund

Frequently Asked Questions

The Irish FA will update this page as questions are received and answered about the programme. If you have a question please email dcmsfunding@cooperationireland.org or dcms.funding@irishfa.com.
1. What is the closing date for applications?
The closing date for applications is 12.00pm on Monday 24 October 2022.
2. Do I have to complete all sections of the application?

All mandatory/required questions must be completed, and if these questions are skipped or incomplete the application will be deemed ineligible for funding. If you think a question is not relevant to your proposal please enter the wording ‘not applicable’.

3. Can one applicant submit multiple application forms for the same project?

No. Only one application per applicant is permitted for the same project. The application forms are set that only one application can be submitted per device, ie a computer, a laptop, a tablet etc.
4. Does this grant only apply to clubs who own or permanently lease their own facility? 
I am on the committee of an Intermediate club which does not own its premises.

Section 2.0, page 4 of the funding Information & Guidance Notes provides detail on eligibility requirements relating to security of tenure. If your club does not own its home ground a lease agreement/service level agreement must be provided.
5. If a club owns its ground is there a requirement to upload a copy of the title deeds or will a solicitor’s letter confirming ownership suffice?

A solicitor’s letter confirming ownership will suffice, however a map showing the portion of ground that the applicant club owns must accompany the letter.
6. The criteria states that a football club must own its ground or have a 10-year lease minimum. The closing date for applications is 24 October. We are currently putting in place a 10-year lease for our football ground but it probably won’t be signed/finished by 24 October. We assume that, providing the 10-year lease is in place at the time of any potential letter of offer, that would be sufficient?

Security of tenure, ie confirmation of ownership or a lease agreement, is part of the assessment process. An application can be submitted with the lease agreement pending, however if the agreement is not approved/in place by the time the application assessment is complete then the application will be deemed ineligible for funding. The club must hold a 10-year lease agreement/service level agreement until at least 31 March 2033.
7. Can I view the application form questions in advance of submitting the Survey Monkey application form?

The application forms can be viewed in advance of submitting the Survey Monkey application form via the Irish FA/DCMS funding page on the website:

https://www.irishfa.com/irish-football-association/irish-fa-dcms-grassroots-facilities-investment-fund
8. Is portable equipment eligible for funding?

Portable equipment would not be eligible for funding unless it is bespoke, such as football facility maintenance equipment to be used exclusively at the club’s home ground.
9. Our club is affiliated to a NIFL club. Are we eligible for funding?

Associated entities of NIFL clubs are not eligible for funding.
10. Can sports equipment such as footballs and training kit be funded under the DCMS funding?

Sports equipment is not eligible for funding. Refer to Annex 2, page 14 of the Information & Guidance Notes for eligible items that can be funded.
