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10.       FINANCIAL CRITERIA

10.1.		 INTRODUCTION

	 The financial criteria, to be met for participation in domestic competition 
for season 2021-22, are set out in this chapter. This means that financial 
information in respect of the financial year ending in 2020 will form part 
of the information to be assessed by the licensor for clubs to obtain a 
licence for the 2021-22 season. 

	 Compliance with these financial requirements is also necessary to 
establish, as far as is reasonably possible, that licence applicants are 
sufficiently stable (financially) to participate in the top divisions of 
domestic competition in Northern Ireland. 

	 The financial criteria stipulated provide a sensible and achievable level of 
requirements that can be met by licence applicants who wish to be eligible 
to compete in the top divisions of domestic competition in Northern 
Ireland.

	 The financial criteria relates to:

•	 Historic financial information about a licence applicant’s financial 
performance and position; 

•	 Future financial information about a licence applicant’s future prospects; 
and

•	 Subsequent information after the licensing decision has been made.

10.2.		 OBJECTIVES

	 The financial criteria aim principally to:

•	 Improve the economic and financial capability of the clubs;

•	 Increase a club’s transparency and credibility;

•	 Place the necessary importance on the protection of creditors; and

•	 Safeguard the continuity of club competitions for one season.

10.3.		 BENEFITS

	 Implementation of the financial criteria will help deliver both short and 
long term improvements for licence applicants, the licensors and for the 
football family in general.

	 For the football family in general, the financial criteria shall help to:

•	 Safeguard the continuity and integrity of club competitions for one 
season;

•	 Increase the transparency and credibility of clubs’ financial operations 
and of football in general;

•	 Improve confidence in the financial viability of the football industry;

•	 Create a more attractive market for the game’s commercial partners and 
investors; and

•	 Provide the basis for fair competition, because competition is not just 
about the teams on-the-pitch but off as well.

For the licensors, the financial criteria shall help to:

•	 Improve their understanding of the financial position and prospects of its 
member clubs;

•	 Encourage clubs to settle liabilities to creditors on a timely basis;

•	 Enhance their ability to be proactive in assisting its member clubs with 
financial issues; and

•	 Provide a starting point for club benchmarking, at a national level, for 
those clubs who want to develop this aspect.

	 For the licence applicants, compliance with the financial criteria shall 
help to:

•	 Improve standards and quality of financial management and planning 
activities;

•	 Enable better management decision-making;

•	 Enhance clubs’ financial and business credibility with stakeholders;

•	 Improve financial stability; enhance revenue generating ability and cost 
management.
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10.4.   CHAMPIONSHIP LICENCE AND PROMOTION LICENCE CRITERIA

10.4.1 “A” CRITERIA

No.	 Grade	 Description

F.01	 A	 REPORTING ENTITY/ ENTITIES AND REPORTING PERIMETER
		  The licence applicant determines and provides to the licensor the reporting 

perimeter, i.e. the entity or combination of entities in respect of which 
financial information (e.g. single entity, consolidated or combined financial 
statements) has to be provided.

1)	The reporting perimeter must include:

a) 	the licence applicant and, if different, the registered member of the 	
Irish Football Association;

b) 	any subsidiary of the licence applicant and, if different, the registered 
member of the Irish Football Association;

c) 	any other entity included in the legal group structure which generates 
revenues and/or performs services and/or incurs costs in respect of the 
football activities defined in paragraph 2 c) to j) below;

d) 	any entity, irrespective of whether it is included in the legal group 
structure, which generates revenues and/or performs services and/or 
incurs costs in respect of football activities as defined in paragraph 2 a) 
and b) below.

2)	Football activities include:

a) 	employing/ engaging personnel including payment of all forms of 
consideration to employees arising from contractual or legal obligations;

b) 	acquiring/ selling players’ registrations (including loans);

c) 	ticketing;

d) 	sponsorship and advertising;

e) 	broadcasting;

f) 	merchandising and hospitality;

g) 	club operations (e.g. administration, matchday activities, travel, 
scouting, etc.);

h) 	financing (including financing secured or pledged against the assets of 
the licence applicant);

i) 	 use and management of stadium and training facilities;

j)	 women’s football

k) 	youth sector.

3)	An entity may be excluded from the reporting perimeter only if:

a) 	its activities are entirely unrelated to the football activities defined 
in paragraph 2 above and/or the locations, assets or brand of the 
football club; or

b) 	it is immaterial compared with all the entities that form the reporting 
perimeter and it does not perform any of the football activities 
defined in paragraph 2 a) and b) above; or

c) 	the football activities it performs are already entirely reflected in the 
financial statements of one of the entities included in the reporting 
perimeter.

4)	The licence applicant must submit a declaration by an authorised 
signatory which confirms:

a) 	that all revenues and costs related to each of the football activities 
indicated in paragraph 2 have been included in the reporting 
perimeter and provide a detailed explanation should this not be the 
case; and

b) 	whether any entity included in the legal group structure has been 
excluded from the reporting perimeter, justifying any such exclusion 
with reference to paragraph 3.

No.	 Grade	 Description

F.02	 A	 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
		  The licence applicant must prepare a set of annual financial 

statements covering a period of at least 12 months to a date in 
2020 but preferably made up to 31 December 2020. If the financial 
statements are made up to a date other than 31 December 2020, 
then a set of interim financial statements must be submitted covering 
the period from the end date of the annual financial statements to 31 
December 2020.

		  For those clubs who are not limited companies or limited by 
guarantee.

		  Financial statements are to be prepared by a qualified accountant 
(external to the club) as defined by the CCAB (Consultative Committee 
of Accountancy Bodies), i.e. ICAEW, ICAS, ICAI, ACCA, CIMA or CIPFA 
who must sign an accountants report as per ANNEXE J in respect of 
both annual and interim financial statements (where applicable).

		  The layout of these financial statements is a matter for each club. All 
accounts are to include a profit and loss account (i.e. income and 
expenditure account) and a balance sheet. 
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		  In addition to any other relevant information included in the financial 
statements, the following details (even where amounts are zero) must 
also be clearly shown on either the profit and loss account or as an 
accompanying note attached to the financial statements:

	 •	 Match day receipts 
	 •	 Income from IFA (please specify)
	 •	 Donations received
	 •	 Sponsorship received
	 •	 Income from player transfers

	 •	 Other income (please specify)

		

		  In addition to any other relevant information included in the 
financial statements, the following details (even where amounts are 
zero) must also be clearly shown on either the balance sheet or as an 
accompanying note attached to the financial statements:

	 •	 Land and building

	 •	 Other fixed assets

	 •	 Amounts owed by other clubs 					   
in relation to player transfers

	 •	 Amounts owed to other clubs 					   
in relation to player transfers

		  Tangible Fixed Asset Valuations – Properties. To ensure that 
properties are accounted for on a consistent basis, all licence 
applicants must have their properties revalued as follows:

	 •	 Where a licence applicant has never revalued its properties a 
revaluation must occur and be reflected on the balance sheet as 
at 31 December 2020.

	 •	 Where a club has revalued its properties a revaluation must 
occur with sufficient regularity to ensure that the carrying 
amount does not differ materially from that which would be 
determined using fair value at the end of the reporting period.

	 •	 Date of most recent valuation and details of company which 
performed valuation must be included in notes to the financial 
statements.

		  For those clubs who are limited companies or are limited by 
guarantee.

		  The licence applicant will already be preparing annual accounts 
which are filed at Companies Registry. These accounts must now 
also be prepared by a qualified accountant (external to the club) as 
defined by the CCAB (Consultative Committee of Accountancy Bodies), 
i.e. ICAEW, ICAS, ICAI, ACCA, CIMA or CIPFA who must sign an 
accountants report as per ANNEXE J in respect of both annual and 
interim financial statements (where applicable).

		  The licence applicant must ensure that the information noted above 
(even where amounts are zero) is included on either the profit and 
loss account, balance sheet or by way of a note to the accounts.

		  If the licence applicant already appoints an external auditor who 
provides an audit report then the applicant automatically satisfies 
this criterion. However, the licence applicant must still ensure 
that the information noted above (even where amounts are zero) is 
included on either the profit and loss account, balance sheet or by 
way of a note to the accounts and an independent auditor’s report 
provided as per ANNEXE G.

		  The licence must be refused:

1)	 If the financial statements are not submitted to the licensor within 
the defined deadline.

2)	 If the licence applicant submits financial statements, within the 
defined deadline, that do not meet the minimum requirements for 
the content and accounting. 

		  Having read and considered the financial statements, the licensor 
must assess it according to the points below:

3) 	 If in the opinion of the licensor there is significant doubt in respect 
of going concern, then the licence may be refused, unless additional 
documentary evidence demonstrating the licence applicant’s ability 
to continue as a going concern until at least the end of the season 
to be licensed has been provided to, and assessed by, the licensor to 
his satisfaction.  

4) 	 If in the opinion of the licensor there is significant doubt in 
respect of a matter other than going concern, then the licensor 
must consider the implications of the modification for club 
licensing purposes. The licence may be refused, unless additional 
documentary evidence is provided to, and assessed by, the licensor 
to his satisfaction. 

•	 Amounts owed re VAT
•	 Amounts owed re PAYE/NIC
•	 Bank loans
•	 Overdrafts
•	 Loans from members 

(or directors if a limited 
company)

•	 Other loans

•	 Player wages (including 
PAYE/NIC)

•	 Player expenses
•	 Staff wages (including 

PAYE/NIC)
•	 Staff expenses
•	 Expenditure relating to 

player transfers
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No.	 Grade	 Description	

F.05	 A	 LETTER OF SUPPORT 
		  If the licence applicant’s financial information exhibits certain 

warning signs in respect of going concern or a matter other than going 
concern, then the licence applicant is required to submit individual 
Financial Letters of Support from creditors and persons providing 
financial support to the licence applicant. Furthermore, the licence 
applicant may also have to detail in writing the premise on which it 
considers itself capable of continuing as a going concern until the end 
of the licence season.

		  In respect of the review of the financial information submitted in 
F.02, the licensor shall, at its discretion, request and direct the licence 
applicant to submit Financial Letter(s) of Support as detailed above.

No.	 Grade	 Description	

F.06	 A	 NO OVERDUE PAYABLES TOWARDS FOOTBALL CLUBS 
		  The licence applicant must prove that as at 31 March 2021 it has no 

overdue payables towards other football clubs as a result of transfers 
undertaken prior to 31 December 2020.

		  Payables are those amounts due to football clubs as a result 
of transfer activities as a result of transfer activities, including 
any amount due upon fulfilment of certain conditions; training 
compensation and solidarity contributions as defined in the FIFA 
Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players, as well as any 
joint and several liability decided by a competent authority for the 
termination of a contract by a player. 

		  Payables are not considered as overdue within the meaning of these 
regulations if the licence applicant (i.e. debtor club) is able to prove 
by 31 March preceding the licence season that:

	 •	 they have been fully settled;

	 •	 they have been deferred in writing by mutual agreement;

	 •	 they are subject to legal proceedings submitted to a competent 
authority and the licence applicant has established reasons for 
contesting the claim or proceedings which have been opened;

	 •	 the claim is manifestly unfounded.

		  The licence applicant must prepare and submit to the licensor a 
transfer payables table disclosing all transfer activities (incl. loans) 
into the licence applicant only, undertaken up to 31 December 2020 

and irrespective of whether there is an amount outstanding to be paid 
at 31 December 2020. It must be prepared even if there have been 
no transfers/ loans during the relevant period.

No.	 Grade	 Description

F.07	 A	 NO OVERDUE PAYABLES IN RESPECT OF EMPLOYEES 		
		  The licence applicant must prove that as at 31 March 2021 it 

has no overdue payables in respect of its employees as a result of 
contractual and legal obligations that arose prior to 31 December 
2020.

		  Payables are not considered as overdue within the meaning of these 
regulations if the licence applicant (i.e. debtor club) is able to prove 
by 31 March preceding the licence season that:

	 •	 they have been fully settled;

	 •	 they have been deferred in writing by mutual agreement;

	 •	 they are subject to legal proceedings submitted to a competent 
authority and the licence applicant has established reasons for 
contesting the claim or proceedings which have been opened;

	 •	 the claim is manifestly unfounded.

		  All employees that have worked for the licence applicant in the 
period from 31 December 2019 to 31 December 2020, including 
those who have left their post during this time, must be accounted 
for on the licence applicant’s Employees List. 

		  Signed confirmation must be obtained from each paid non-playing 
employee at the time of leaving that the licence applicant has met 
all its financial obligations arising from contractual agreements to 
the employee. Where signed confirmation is not obtained, supporting 
payroll documentation must be provided to confirm all payments due 
have been made.

		  Written deferment agreement(s) MUST be explicit in terms of total 
amounts owed and applicable deadlines/ schedule for payment(s) 
MUST also be included.

		  The IFA reserves the right, as per F.10 of this Manual, to seek 
clarification and confirmations regarding the detail contained within 
such deferment agreement(s).
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No.	 Grade	 Description

F.08	  A	 NO OVERDUE PAYABLES TOWARDS SOCIAL/ TAX AUTHORITIES
		  The licence applicant must prove that as 31 March 2021 it has no 

overdue payables towards social/ tax authorities (HMRC):

	 a)	 as a result of contractual or legal obligations in respect of its 
employees i.e. PAYE/ NIC that arose on or before 31 December 
2020 

	 b)	 as a result of contractual or legal obligations relating to VAT, 
Corporation Tax and any other category of tax that arose on or 
before 31 December 2019. 

The accountant/ auditor engaged by the club must provide written 
confirmation in respect of the above.

		  Payables are not considered as overdue within the meaning of these 
regulations if the licence applicant (i.e. debtor club) is able to prove 
by 31 March preceding the licence season that:

		  •	 they have been fully settled;

		  •	 they have been deferred in writing by mutual agreement;

		  •	 they are subject to legal proceedings submitted to a competent 	
	 authority and the licence applicant has established reasons for 	
	 contesting the claim or proceedings which have been opened;

		  •	 the claim is manifestly unfounded.

		  If amounts payable in relation to PAYE/NIC, VAT, Corporation Tax and 
any other category of tax or amount due to HMRC are overdue and 
have been deferred by mutual agreement, then written confirmation 
of such a deferment agreement MUST be provided relating to each 
category of tax owed.

		  Written deferment agreement(s) MUST be explicit in terms of total 
amounts owed and applicable deadlines/ schedule for payment(s) 
MUST also be included.

		  The IFA reserves the right, as per F.10 of the manual, to seek 
clarification and confirmations regarding the detail contained within 
such deferment agreement(s).

		  Licence applicants must detail their PAYE/ NIC and VAT position 
on the worksheet provided for the period 1 January 2020 to 31 
December 2020.  

No.	 Grade	 Description

F.09	 A	 WRITTEN REPRESENTATIONS PRIOR TO THE LICENSING DECISION 
		  Within the seven days prior to the date when the licensing decision 

is made by the Licensing Committee (22 April 2021), i.e. from 

16-22 April 2021 the licence applicant must make written 
representations to the IFA.

		  The licence applicant must confirm the following:

	 a) 	 That all documents submitted to the licensor are complete and 
correct;

	 b) 	 Whether or not any significant change has occurred in relation to 
any of the club licensing criteria;

	 c) 	 Whether or not any events or conditions of major economic 
importance have occurred that may have an adverse impact 
on the licence applicant’s financial position since the balance 
sheet date of the preceding audited annual financial statements 
or interim financial statements (if applicable). If any events or 
conditions of major economic importance have occurred, the 
management representations letter must include a description 
of the nature of the event or condition and an estimate of its 
financial effect, or a statement that such an estimate cannot be 
made. 

No.	 Grade	 Description

F.10	 A	 REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL INFORMATION
		  The licensor reserves the right to seek clarifications and/or 

assurances in relation to any and all creditors/ debtors and/or assets/ 
liabilities identified (or subsequently made known). This may include 
documentation where available. 

		  Each licence applicant must notify the licensor of any change in 
circumstances relating to creditors and/or debtors. 

		  Licence applicants who fail to comply with the above or who at the 
date of submissions, are involved in proceedings (legal or otherwise), 
may at the discretion of the Club Licensing Committee have a 
licence refused or have any existing licence revoked.

No.	 Grade	 Description

F.11	 A	 DUTY TO NOTIFY SUBSEQUENT EVENTS
		  Following the licensing decision by the decision-making body, 

the licensee must promptly notify the licensor in writing about 
any subsequent events that may cast significant doubt upon the 
licensee’s ability to continue as a going concern until at least the 
end of the licence season.

		  Compliance with this criterion shall be assessed by the licensor on 
an ongoing basis.
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11. ANNEXES
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ANNEXE D

ANNEXE D – STADIUM  INFRASTRUCTURE CRITERIA

FOR 	 1) 	 CHAMPIONSHIP LICENCE APPLICANTS
         	2) 	 PROMOTION LICENCE APPLICANTS

1.	 CHAMPIONSHIP LICENCE APPLICANTS

CHAMPIONSHIP LICENCE INFRASTRUCTURE REQUIREMENTS

Pitch and Playing Surface
The field of play must be rectangular and the length of the touch line must be 
greater than the length of the goal line. The minimum length is 90m and the 
minimum width is 55m.    

The pitch must be level and have a good playing surface.

Synthetic Pitch Markings 
Only football markings in white are permitted on synthetic grass pitches. No other 
sports markings are permitted.

Ground Environs
A permanent fixed wall/ fence with a minimum height of 2 metres (measured from 
the exterior of the perimeter) must be in place to prevent access except through 
the recognised entrances. 

Where a deterrent (glass, barbed wire, spikes etc) is placed on the top of the 
perimeter, it should be a minimum height of 2.4 metres. 

Pitch perimeter fences should be put in place in order to enclose the playing 
surface. Such fences are not required in front of spectator seating areas and 
must be between 0.8 and 1.2m in height. An appropriate number of access gates 
(opening onto the playing area) must be in place at regular intervals in the pitch 
perimeter fence.

Run Off Areas and Dugouts
It is recommended that a minimum distance of 2.25m, of natural grass or artificial 
grass, must be in place between the field of play touchlines to any fixed point (e.g. 
pitch perimeter fence/ wall or dugout).

The run off areas must be level and free from surface depressions, excessive 
undulations or any obstructions (e.g. raised manholes or raised sprinklers/ 
hydrants).

A covered dugout for each team must be provided to accommodate a 
minimum of eight persons. Where bench seating is utilised, each person 
should be allocated 50cm of linear space.  A technical area must be clearly 
marked.

Access to Ground
Clubs must provide a minimum of two appropriately positioned turnstiles to 
permit entry and afford for the segregation of spectators where necessary. 
These should be clearly identifiable and ideally be numbered.

It is stressed that entry capacity is one of the factors that determines the 
safe capacity of a ground or section of a ground (e.g. a stand). The entry 
capacity is generally the number of people who can pass through all the entry 
points (e.g. turnstiles) for part of, or whole of the ground, within a period of 
one hour. For the purpose of calculating entry capacity, an upper limit of 660 
is set. Therefore, the effect on entry capacity must be carefully considered, 
before opting for a minimum of four turnstiles, particularly in larger capacity 
venues.

Access/ egress for players and officials must be provided to ensure there is no 
interference whilst entering/ inside/ exiting the ground.

An admission gate for disabled persons, with a minimum width of 1.2m, be 
provided with ramps and a smooth, appropriate gradient where required.

The club must provide written confirmation (via a Local Authority, if relevant) 
that it has sole control of the ground and its environs on match-days and that 
only a referee’s inspection can be used to declare the pitch unplayable.

The club must further demonstrate that they have access to the ground at all 
relevant or required times during the playing season.

Exiting Ground
In line with the Sports Grounds Safety Authority (SGSA) 6th Edition Green 
Guide, exit routes should provide for spectators a smooth, unimpeded 
passage through an exit system until they reach the boundary of the ground, 
or in emergency situations, a place of safety.

In order to achieve this, management should ensure that: a) there are 
sufficient numbers of exits in suitable locations; b) all parts of exit routes 
are of adequate width and height; c) people do not have to travel excessive 
distances in order to exit from the ground; d) provision is made for the 
control of spectators entering an exit system; e) all exits are identifiable in 
both normal and emergency conditions; f) exit times should be monitored 
and recorded by the management on an annual basis.

ANNEXE D



66 67

Spectator Facilities
A minimum of one male WC, 4 male urinals and one female WC must be 
provided solely for the use of spectators.

A disabled toilet must also be provided and may be utilised as a male/female 
spectator toilet provided it is suitably equipped and identified.

It is recommended that toilet provision conforms to the Event Safety Guide 
(Purple Guide).  A disabled toilet must also be provided but does not need to 
be specifically for the use of spectators. 

Access to Pitch for Players and Officials
A barrier with a minimum height of 1.2m be in place to safeguard the access 
from changing facility to playing area of players and officials.  

Dressing Room Accommodation
The changing facilities for players and officials must be within the perimeter 
of the ground. 

There must be separate changing rooms for both teams with a minimum 
surface area of 15sqm. Showering facilities must be integral to the 
changing room must be a minimum of 2sqm and must have a minimum of 4 
showerheads. (Showering/ WC areas will not be considered for the purposes 
of calculating changing room surface area). Each changing room must also 
contain a WC. 

The referee must have a separate changing room with a minimum surface 
area of 3sqm. There must be a shower and a WC within the room.

Changing rooms for players and officials must have adequate heating, be 
ventilated, be capable of being secured and be clean and tidy. Furthermore 
all floor surfaces should be non-slip and showers should be fitted with an 
appropriate thermostat to ensure that water temperature does not exceed 38 
degrees Celsius.

First Aid
A First Aid kit and stretcher must be available at all times. 

Floodlighting/ Reception Room 
Whilst floodlighting or reception facilities are not essential, any teams who 
aspire to gain promotion to the  NIFL Premiership must be in a position to 
install both at short notice. 

Ground Rules
Each stadium must issue stadium ground rules and affix them to the stadium in 
that spectators can read them. 

These rules should provide: admission rights; abandonment or postponement of 
events; description of prohibitions or penalties such as entering the field of play, 
throwing objects, use of foul or abusive language, racist behaviour etc; restrictions 
with regard to alcohol, fireworks, banners etc; seating rules and causes for ejection 
from the ground.

Ground Capacity and Spectator Accommodation
The ground must have a minimum approved capacity of 500 persons. A minimum 
of 100 covered seats must be available.  Only individual seats with backrest will 
be accepted.  An additional 100 covered seats/ terraced places must be available.  

At existing grounds, a minimum of 5 wheelchair spaces for wheelchair spectators 
and their companions must be provided. 

All spectator accommodation (covered seating/ covered terracing/ uncovered 
terracing/ covered hard standing/ uncovered hard standing) must be of sound 
construction of timber/ steel/ brick/ concrete/ tarmac or any combination of these 
materials.  All spectator accommodation must be clean, functional and in good 
condition and should at all times afford a clear view of the pitch. 

Physical alterations to existing stands should, where possible, follow the Sports 
Grounds Safety Authority (SGSA) 6th Edition Green Guide. 

New Spectator Accommodation – at all grounds, certificated or otherwise
Any NEW spectator accommodations (i.e. seated stands or standing terrace stands, 
permanent or otherwise) should be constructed in line with the Sports Grounds 
Safety Authority (SGSA) 6th Edition Green Guide. Whilst this guidance has no 
statutory force, it ensures best practice.

Such accommodation must at all times hold the necessary planning permission, 
building control approval and satisfy any other relevant legislation.

The number of wheelchair spaces at a newly constructed ground, or any completely 
new section of an existing ground (i.e. seated stand or standing terrace stand) 
should be in line with the Sports Grounds Safety Authority (SGSA) 6th Edition 
Green Guide.

ANNEXE D ANNEXE D
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Regulated Stands

Non designated venues constructing NEW spectator accommodations with an 
individual stand capacity in excess of 500 persons must be mindful of any 
applicable legislative requirements existing, or upcoming, in this respect.  

Minimum Requirements/ Exception Request
The above are the minimum requirements and are subject to change in line with 
UEFA, Premiership and Championship licensing infrastructure requirements.  
Clubs should consult the Irish Football Association and the Northern Ireland 
Football League when undertaking ground improvements and modifications to any 
facilities located within the ground.

Where a venue’s existing physical infrastructure may temporarily not meet all of 
the criteria detailed above due to ground improvements, modifications or any other 
reason outside the control of the venue owner/ user, an application may be made 
in writing for an exception request. This application from the venue owner/ user 
should be directed to the Chief Executive of the Irish Football Association and 
should detail the following:

1)	 The reason for the exception request

2)	 The duration which the deviation is required (must be no longer than 6 months)

3)	 The alternative arrangements to be proposed

4)	 All other relevant information.

For the avoidance of doubt an exception request will not be considered to facilitate 
promotion.

Disclaimer/ Exclusion of IFA Liability

For the avoidance of doubt, the scope of the Joint Ground Criteria is restricted to 
detailing the physical infrastructure and technical specification required, from a 
football perspective, to be in place at the respective levels of football identified. It 
remains entirely the full and sole responsibility of the club and/or venue owner to 
ensure that their facilities meet all relevant statutory, regulatory and/or common 
law standards of health and safety and that appropriate safety confirmations are in 
place at all times for all facilities in use on a match day. It is further recommended 
that clubs/venue owners arrange regular safety reviews conducted by independent 
persons with the appropriate expertise.

Clubs/ venue owners should note that the Joint Ground Criteria should not in any 
circumstances be construed as overriding or replacing clubs/venue owners legal, 
regulatory and/or other obligations, as set out in, inter alia, the Safety at Sports 
Grounds (NI) Order 2006, the stadium General Safety Certificate or the club’s 

contingency plans. Except in cases where by law liability cannot be excluded 
or limited, the Irish Football Association excludes all liability in respect of the 
contents of the Joint Ground Criteria, and the use of same, howsoever arising and 
whether in contract, tort, or otherwise.

2) PROMOTION LICENCE APPLICANTS

PROMOTION LICENCE INFRASTRUCTURE REQUIREMENTS
For those clubs applying for a promotion licence the following Premiership 
infrastructure requirements must be achieved in addition to the Championship 
licence requirements as listed in 1) above;

•	 All clubs must have an appropriate floodlighting system in place.  Where new 
floodlighting installations are to be put in place these should ebe 500 LUX 
Maintained Average Horizontal illumination.  Clubs should seek advice in this 
respect from the Club Licensing & Facilities Unit.  

•	 The ground must have a minimum approved capacity of 2000 persons.

•	 A minimum of 200 covered seats must be available.  Only individual seats with 
backrest will be accepted. An additional 800 covered seats/ terraced places 
must be available.  Any balance up to 2000 (as per Council Safety Certificate for 
designated grounds) must be accommodated by hard-standing such as tarmac, 
concrete or paving.  For the purposes of calculating the capacity of standing 
areas at sports grounds, please refer to guidance contained within the Sports 
Grounds Safety Authority (SGSA) 6th Edition Green Guide.  Grass banking 
is not acceptable for use as spectator areas and must not be accessible to 
spectators. 

•	 4 turnstiles.

•	 First Aid Room.

•	 Board room/ reception room.

•	 Control/ security point (designated grounds).

•	 Control/ security point (grounds with regulated stands or non-certificated 
grounds).

Furthermore the following infrastructure requirements must be in place by 
31 March during the first season in the Premiership; 

•	 1 additional toilet block

•	 9m² referee room

•	 Showering facilities 4m² with 6 showers in the dressing room. 

ANNEXE D ANNEXE D
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ANNEXE F ANNEXE F

GROUND RULES 
1.	 All persons entering the Ground must pay for admission or hold a valid 

ticket.

2.	 The Club reserve the right at their absolute discretion to refuse admission 
to the Ground. Any person who has been refused admission to, or been 
banned from the Ground and who nevertheless gains access to it will be 
removed from the Ground.

3.	 Refund of cash admission charges paid at the turnstiles will not be made 
in any circumstances.

4.	 Persons intoxicated through alcohol or other substances, acting in a 
disorderly or provocative manner will be refused admission to the Ground. 

5.	 Darts, fireworks, smoke bombs or similar devices, air horns, claxons, 
whistles, metal cans, bottles, glasses, flags, banners, stools, masks and 
other similar articles are not permitted to be brought into the Ground.

6.	 Persons are admitted subject to the condition that, if required, they 
will submit themselves to be searched to prevent offensive weapons or 
dangerous articles from being taken into the Ground.

7.	 Unauthorised persons are not permitted to go onto the track or onto the 
pitch and any unauthorised person doing so will be removed from the 
Ground.

8.	 All spectators whilst inside the Ground must comply with any directions 
given to them by the Police or by any Steward appointed by the Club.

9.	 The transfer from one part of the Ground to another is not allowed unless 
on the approval of a Club Official or the direction of the police.

10.	 The obstruction of gangways, access ways, exits and entrances, stairways 
and the like places is strictly forbidden.

11.	 All spectators occupying the stands were seating is provided must remain 
seated throughout the match.

12.	 The throwing of any article inside the Ground is strictly forbidden.

13.	 The setting off of fireworks, smoke bombs or similar devices or the 
lighting of any material inside the Ground is strictly prohibited.

14.	 The climbing of, or standing upon, floodlight pylons, fences, stands, 
barriers, walls or buildings in the Ground is strictly forbidden.

15.	 Unnecessary noise such as that from the use of radio sets, etc., or any 
behaviour likely to cause annoyance or confusion of any kind is not 
permitted in any part of the Ground.

16.	 Anyone using threatening, abusive or insulting words or behaviour or in 
any way provoking or attempting to provoke a breach of the peace, will be 
removed from the Ground. 

17.	 Anyone who is guilty of insulting or improper conduct towards the match 
officials will be removed from the Ground.

18.	 The section of the Ground reserved for visiting supporters will be utilised 
for that purpose only unless the Club decides otherwise after consultation 
with the Police.

19.	 Any person who is convicted of a criminal offence resulting from 
misbehaviour which, in the opinion of __________, was committed either 
during the course of a match in which ___________ Football Club was 
involved or which was committed while the offender was on the way to or 
returning from such a match, will be banned from all football matches 
played at ____________.

20.	 Any person whom the Club in their absolute discretion consider guilty of 
misbehaviour not amounting to a criminal offence inside the Ground may 
be banned from all matched played at ____________.

21.	 All persons entering ____________ Football Club Ground are admitted 
subject to the above Ground Regulations and the Rules and Regulations 
of the Irish Football Association and the Northern Ireland Football 
League. ______________ Football Club will remove from the Ground, and 
authorise the officers of the Police Service of Northern Ireland to remove 
from the Ground, any person who does not comply with these regulations 
or whose presence is a source of danger or is causing, or is likely to 
cause, annoyance to others. 
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ANNEXE G ANNEXE G

DETERMINATION OF THE AUDITOR AND AUDITOR’S 
ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES
A.	 Principle

1.	 The auditor must be independent in compliance with the International 
Federation of Accountants (IFAC) Code of Ethics for Professional 
Accountants (see F.02 and F.03). 

2.	 The auditor must be a member of one of the relevant IFAC member 
bodies. If there is no member of the IFAC within a licence applicant’s 
territory, the licence applicant is required to use an independent auditor 
who is permitted by national law to carry out audit work.

3.  	 One of the core functions within the role P.03, Finance Officer is the 
preparation of the club’s accounting records or financial statements for 
audit. To ensure that the objectivity and independence of the auditor is 
maintained, the Club Licensing Committee wishes to reinforce that a club 
Finance Officer cannot be either a partner or employee of the audit firm. 

B.	 Assessment procedures

1.	 The auditor must audit the annual financial statements. The auditor’s 
report must:

a)	 include a statement confirming that the audit was conducted in 
accordance with the International Standards on Auditing or relevant 
national auditing standards or practices where these comply with, as a 
minimum, the requirements of the International Standards on Auditing; 
and

b)	 be submitted to the licensor together with the annual financial 
statements to form a basis  for his licensing decision. 

2.	 The auditor must, as a minimum, review the interim financial statements. 
The auditor’s report must:

a)	 include a statement confirming that the review was conducted 
in accordance with either the International Standard on Review 
Engagements (ISRE) 2410, ‘Review of Interim Financial Information 
Performed by the Independent Auditor of the Entity’, or relevant national 
standards or practices for such reviews where these comply with, as a 
minimum, the requirements of ISRE 2410; and 

b)	 be submitted to the licensor together with the interim financial 
statements to form a basis for his licensing decision. 

3.	 The auditor must assess supplementary information, if any. 		
This assessment must:

a)	 include a statement confirming that the assessment was conducted by 
way of agreed-upon procedures according to the International Standard 
on Related Services (ISRS) 4400 or relevant national standards or 
practices where these comply with, as a minimum, the requirements of 
ISRS 4400; and

b)	 be submitted to the licensor together with the supplementary information 
to form a basis for his licensing decision.

4.	 Financial information other than the financial statements may be 
assessed by an auditor. In this case, the auditor’s report of factual 
findings must:

a)	 include a statement confirming that the assessment was conducted by 
way of agreed-upon procedures according to the International Standard 
on Related Services (ISRS) 4400 or relevant national standards or 
practices where these comply with, as a minimum, the requirements of 
ISRS 4400; and 

b)	 be submitted to the licensor together with the relevant documentation to 
form a basis for his licensing decision.	
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ANNEXE J ANNEXE J

CHAMPIONSHIP ACCOUNTANTS REPORT

ACCOUNTANTS’ REPORT TO THE MEMBERS ON THE UNAUDITED FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS OF “NAME OF CLUB” 

In accordance with the current engagement letter, we have compiled the financial 
information of “NAME OF CLUB” set out on pages X to X from the accounting 
records and information and explanations you have given to us.

The accounts have been compiled on the basis set out in note 1 to the accounts 
(see example of note 1 attached).

This report is made to you, in accordance with the terms of our engagement.  Our 
work has been undertaken so that we might compile the accounts that we have 
been engaged to compile, report to you that we have done so and state those 
matters that we have agreed to state to you in this report and for no other purpose.  
To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to 
anyone other than the members for our work, or for this report.

We have carried out this engagement in accordance with appropriate guidance 
issued by our Institute and have complied with all the rules of professional conduct 
and the ethical guidance laid down by our Institute.

You have approved the accounts for the year ended date/month/20XX and 
have acknowledged your responsibility for them, for the appropriateness of the 
accounting basis and for providing all information and explanations necessary for 
its compilation.

We have not verified the accuracy or completeness of the accounting records 
or information and explanations you have given to us and we do not, therefore, 
express any opinion on the financial information.

NAME OF ACCOUNTANT/ACCOUNTANCY FIRM

Chartered Accountants

[address]

Signed and dated

ACCOUNTANTS’ REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE UNAUDITED 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF “NAME OF CLUB”

In accordance with the current engagement letter, and in order to assist you to 
fulfil your duties under the Companies Act 2006, we have compiled the financial 
statements of the company set out on pages X to X from the accounting records 
and information and explanations you have given to us.

This report is made to the Company’s Board of Directors, as a body, in accordance 
with the terms of our engagement.  Our work has been undertaken so that we 
might compile the financial statements that we have been engaged to compile, 
report to the Company’s Board of Directors that we have done so and state those 
matters that we have agreed to state to them in this report and for no other 
purpose.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume 
responsibility to anyone other than the Company and the Company’s Board of 
Directors, as a body, for our work or for this report.

We have carried out this engagement in accordance with technical guidance issued 
by our Institute and have compiled with the ethical guidance laid down by our 
Institute relating to members undertaking the compilation of financial statements.

You have acknowledged on the balance sheet for the year ended date/month/20XX, 
your duty to ensure that the company has kept proper accounting records and to 
prepare financial statements that give a true and fair view under the Companies 
Act 2006.  You consider that the company is exempt from the statutory 
requirement for an audit for the year.

We have not been instructed to carry out an audit of the financial statements.  For 
this reason, we have not verified the accuracy or completeness of the accounting 
records or information and explanations you have given to us and we do not, 
therefore, express any opinion on the financial statements.

NAME OF ACCOUNTANT/ACCOUNTANCY FIRM

Chartered Accountants

[address]

Signed and dated
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NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS – date/month/ 20XX 

1.	 Accounting policies

(a)	 Basis of accounting
The accounts are prepared on the historical cost convention.
(b)	 Turnover

	 Turnover represents net invoiced sales of goods and services, excluding 
value added tax.

(c)	 Depreciation of tangible fixed assets

	 Depreciation is provided on all tangible fixed assets at rates calculated 
to write off the full cost or valuation less estimate residual value of each 
asset over its estimated useful life.  The principal rates in use are:

	 Freehold buildings			   over X years

	 Motor vehicles				    X% 

	 Equipment, fixtures and fittings		  X% 

(d)	 Stocks

Stock and work in progress is valued at the lower of cost and estimated net 
realisable value.

Hire purchase and lease transactions

Assets acquired under hire purchase agreements and finance leases are capitalised 
in the balance sheet and are depreciated in accordance with the partnership’s 
normal policy.  The outstanding liabilities under such agreements less interest not 
yet due, are included in creditors.  Interest on such agreements is charged to the 
profit and loss account over the term of each agreement and represents a constant 
proportion of the balance of capital repayments outstanding.

ANNEXE J ANNEXE J

ACCOUNTANTS’ REPORT TO THE MEMBERS ON THE UNAUDITED INTERIM 
ACCOUNTS OF “NAME OF CLUB” 

In accordance with your instructions, we have compiled the financial information 
of “NAME OF CLUB” set out on pages X to X from the accounting records and 
information and explanations you have given to us.

The accounts have been compiled using the same accounting policies as those 
used in compiling the annual financial statements for the year ended date/
month/20XX.

This report is made to you, in accordance with your instructions. Our work has 
been undertaken so that we might compile the accounts that we have been 
instructed to compile, report to you that we have done so and state those matters 
that we have agreed to state to you in this report and for no other purpose.  To 
the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to 
anyone other than the members for our work, or for this report.

You have approved the accounts for the period ended 31 December 20XX and 
have acknowledged your responsibility for them, for the appropriateness of the 
accounting basis and for providing all information and explanations necessary for 
its compilation.

We have not verified the accuracy or completeness of the accounting records 
or information and explanations you have given to us and we do not, therefore, 
express any opinion on the financial information.

NAME OF ACCOUNTANT/ ACCOUNTANCY FIRM

Chartered Accountants

[address]

Signed and dated
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ACCOUNTANTS’ REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE UNAUDITED 
INTERIM ACCOUNTS OF “NAME OF CLUB”

In accordance with your instructions, we have compiled the accounts of the 
company set out on pages X to X from the accounting records and information and 
explanations you have given to us.

The accounts have been compiled using the same accounting policies as those 
used in compiling the annual financial statements for the year ended date/
month/20XX.

This report is made to the Company’s Board of Directors, as a body, in accordance 
with your instructions. Our work has been undertaken so that we might compile the 
accounts that we have been instructed to compile, report to the Company’s Board 
of Directors that we have done so and state those matters that we have agreed 
to state to them in this report and for no other purpose.  To the fullest extent 
permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than 
the Company and the Company’s Board of Directors, as a body, for our work or for 
this report.

You have approved the accounts for the period ended 31 December 20XX and 
have acknowledged your responsibility for them, for the appropriateness of the 
accounting basis and for providing all information and explanations necessary for 
its compilation.

We have not been instructed to carry out an audit of the accounts.  For this reason, 
we have not verified the accuracy or completeness of the accounting records 
or information and explanations you have given to us and we do not, therefore, 
express any opinion on the accounts.

NAME OF ACCOUNTANT/ ACCOUNTANCY FIRM

Chartered Accountants

[address]

Signed and dated

ANNEXE J ANNEXE N

DEFINITION OF TERMS

For the purpose of these regulations, the following definitions apply:

Administration Procedures A voluntary or mandatory process that may be 
used as an alternative to the liquidation of an entity, often known as going into 
administration. The day-to-day management of the activities of an entity in 
administration may be operated by the administrator on behalf of the creditors.

Agent/Intermediary A natural or legal person who, for a fee or free of charge, 
represents players and/or clubs in negotiations with a view to concluding an 
employment contract or represents clubs in negotiations with a view to concluding 
a transfer agreement.

Agreed-upon Procedures In an engagement to perform agreed-upon procedures, 
an auditor is engaged to carry out those procedures of an audit nature to which the 
auditor and the entity and any appropriate third parties have agreed and to report 
on factual findings. The recipients of the report must form their own conclusions 
from the report by the auditor. The report is restricted to those parties that have 
agreed to the procedures to be performed since others, unaware of the reasons for 
the procedures, may misinterpret the results.

Associate An entity, including an unincorporated entity such as a partnership, 
which is neither a subsidiary nor an interest in a joint venture and over which the 
investor has significant influence.

CL/FFP IT Solution IT system developed by UEFA for the purpose of gathering 
information from licence applicants/licensees and for sharing information with 
licensors concerning their affiliated clubs, within the scope of the implementation, 
assessment and enforcement of these regulations.

Club Licensing Criteria Requirements, divided into five categories (sporting, 
infrastructure, personnel and administrative, legal and financial), to be fulfilled by 
a licence applicant for it to be granted a licence.

Club Licensing Quality Standard Document that defines the minimum 
requirements with which licensors must comply to operate the club licensing 
system.

Club Monitoring Requirements Requirements to be fulfilled by a licensee 
that has qualified for a UEFA club competition, with the exception of the UEFA 
Women’s Champions League. These requirements are defined in the applicable 
UEFA Club Licencing and Financial Fair Play Regulations.
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ANNEXE N ANNEXE N

Control The power to govern the financial and operating policies of an entity so as 
to obtain benefits from its activities. Control may be gained by share ownership, 
statutes or agreement.

Costs of Acquiring a Player’s Registration Amounts paid and/or payable for the 
acquisition of a player’s registration, excluding any internal development or other 
costs. They include:

• 	 transfer fee and realised conditional transfer amounts, including training 
compensation and solidarity contributions, paid and/or payable to another 
football club and/or a third party to transfer-in the player’s registration;

• 	 agents/intermediaries fees; and

• 	 other direct costs of acquiring the player’s registration, e.g. transfer fee levy.

Deadline for Submission of the Application to the Licensor The date by which 
each licensor requires licence applicants to have submitted all relevant information 
for their applications for a licence.

Event or Condition of Major Economic Importance An event or condition that is 
considered material to the financial statements of the reporting entity/entities and 
would require a different (adverse) presentation of the results of the operations, 
financial position and net assets of the reporting entity/entities if it occurred during 
the preceding reporting period or interim period.

Future Financial Information Information in respect of the financial performance 
and position of the club in the reporting periods ending in the years following 
commencement of the UEFA club competitions (reporting periods T+1 and later).

Government Any form of government, including government agencies, government 
departments and similar bodies, whether local or national.

Group A parent and all its subsidiaries. A parent is an entity that has one or more 
subsidiaries. A subsidiary is an entity, including an unincorporated entity such as a 
partnership that is controlled by another entity (known as the parent).

Image Rights Payments Amounts due to employees (either directly or indirectly) 
as a result of contractual agreements with the licence applicant/licensee for the 
right to exploit their image or reputation in relation to football and/or non-football 
activities.

Interim Period A financial reporting period that is shorter than a full financial 
year. It does not necessarily have to be a six-month period. International Financial 
Reporting Standards (IFRS) Standards and Interpretations adopted by the 
International Accounting Standards Board (IASB). They comprise:

• 	 International Financial Reporting Standards;

• 	 International Accounting Standards; and

• 	 Interpretations originated by the International Financial Reporting 			
Interpretations Committee (IFRIC) or the former Standing Interpretations 		
Committee (SIC).

Joint Control The contractually agreed sharing of control over an economic 
activity, which exists only when the strategic financial and operating decisions 
relating to the activity require the unanimous consent of the parties sharing control 
(the venturers).

Joint Venture A contractual arrangement whereby two or more parties undertake 
an economic activity that is subject to joint control.

Key Management Personnel Persons having authority over and responsibility for 
planning, directing and controlling the activities of an entity, directly or indirectly, 
including but not limited to any director (executive or otherwise) of the entity.

Licence Certificate granted by the licensor confirming fulfilment of all minimum 
criteria by the licence applicant as part of the admission procedure for entering 
club competitions.

Licence Applicant Legal entity fully and solely responsible for the football team 
participating in national and international club competitions which applies for a 
licence.

Licensee Licence applicant that has been granted a licence by its licensor.

Licence Season UEFA season for which a licence applicant has applied for/been 
granted a licence. It starts the day following the deadline for submission of the list 
of licensing decisions by the licensor to UEFA and lasts until the same deadline 
the following year.

Licensor Body that operates the club licensing system, grants licences and 
undertakes certain tasks in respect of the club monitoring process.

List of Licensing Decisions List submitted by the licensor to UEFA containing, 
among other things, information about the licence applicants that have undergone 
the licensing process and been granted or refused a licence by the national 
decision-making bodies in the format established and communicated by the UEFA 
administration.

Materiality Omissions or misstatements of items or information are material if 
they could individually or collectively influence the decisions of users taken on the 
basis of the information submitted by the club. 
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Materiality depends on the size and nature of the omission or misstatement judged 
in the surrounding circumstances or context. The size or nature of the item or 
information, or a combination of both, could be the determining factor.

Minimum Criteria Criteria to be fulfilled by a licence applicant in order to be 
granted a licence.

National Accounting Practice The accounting and reporting practices and 
disclosures required of entities in a particular country.

Parties Involved Any person or entity involved in the club licensing system or 
monitoring process, including UEFA, the licensor, the licence applicant/licensee 
and any individual involved on their behalf.

Party A person or a legal entity.

Protection from Creditors Procedures pursuant to laws or regulations whose 
objectives are to protect an entity from creditors, rescue insolvent entities and 
allow them to carry on running their business as a going concern. This process 
encompasses administration procedures and other insolvency proceedings (that 
might result in a compromise with creditors, bankruptcy or liquidation).

Reporting Entity/Entities A registered member and/or football company or group 
of entities or some other combination of entities which is included in the reporting 
perimeter and which must provide the licensor with information for both club 
licensing and club monitoring purposes.

Reporting Period A financial reporting period ending on a statutory closing date, 
whether this is a year or not.

Significant Change An event that is considered material to the documentation 
previously submitted to the

licensor and that would require a different presentation if it occurred prior to 
submission of the documentation.

Significant Influence Ability to influence but not control financial and operating 
policy decision-making. Significant influence may be gained by share ownership, 
statute or agreement. For the avoidance of doubt, a party or in aggregate parties 
with the same ultimate controlling party (excluding UEFA, a UEFA member 
association and an affiliated league) is deemed to have significant influence if it 
provides within a reporting period an amount equivalent to 30% or more of the 
licensee’s total revenue.

ANNEXE N ANNEXE N

Stadium The venue for a competition match including, but not limited to, all 
surrounding properties and facilities (for example offices, hospitality areas, press 
centre and accreditation centre).

Statutory Closing Date The annual accounting reference date of a reporting 
entity.

Supplementary Information Financial information to be submitted to the licensor 
in addition to the financial statements if the minimum requirements for disclosure 
and accounting are not met.

The supplementary information must be prepared on a basis of accounting, 
and accounting policies, consistent with the financial statements. Financial 
information must be extracted from sources consistent with those used for the 
preparation of the annual financial statements. Where appropriate, disclosures in 
the supplementary information must agree with, or be reconciled to, the relevant 
disclosures in the financial statements.

Training Facilities The venue(s) at which a club’s registered players undertake 
football training and/or youth development activities on a regular basis.
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